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) STEEL ROLLING 


cK 


PATENT 


Registered 


INNEAR 


Trode Mork 


Illustrating 4 of 
the 22 
Kinnear Shutters, 
in Steel and 
Aluminium, 
in use at these 
Works 


NORTHERN ALUMINIUM 
CO., LTD. 


Rogerstone, Newport, Mon 


Gardner, Esq., Oxford 
& Flewin, Ltd.,"Oxford 


Rolling Shutters”’ is 
class, not quality, but the 


with it the assurance 


word 


a term indicative of 
** Kinnear "’ 
prefixed gives added significance and carries 
of superior 


service. 


Branch Offices :- Birmingham 


Head Office 
inor Works- Twickenham’ 


Twickenham" 


Popesgrove 227¢ 
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d 4 = tractor Messrs 
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when shutters are =| | 
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Sole Manufacturers: 
AR THIIR I. CIRSONe Cor 


ARCHITEC] 
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N 


th 


PRECAST 


268 


>> 


STREET, 


40 HIGH 


GABLE HOUSE, 


LTo 


SIEGWART FLOOR Co. 


Glasgow 


ingham, Manchester and G 


Birm 


at 


Branch Offices 
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AT BROMLEY TOWN HALL 

The Borough of Bromley is justly proud of its modern 
Yown Hall. The choice of Robbialac Enamel for the 
exterior of this fine building was a wise one, for this . ATs 


superlative material provides a brilliant, hard finish ¢ 


which gives maximum protection to the property AS 
through all weather condition Robbialac Paints 

are also widely chosen by Public Authorities every q 
where for municipal buildings, schools, libraries, J 
public baths, et Specify or use Robbialac Paints 


for your best jobs too 
The exterior painting of Bromley Town Hall was carried out in Robbra 
Enamel by the contractors, Henry Ludlow Ltd., Bromley, Kent z  — 


JENSON NICHOLSON LTD 


Robt Paints an 


Jenson House, Carpenter’s Road, Stratford, London, E.15 
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3 Important factors in the 


installation of 


Fluorescent lighting equipment 


DESIGN. Ediswan engineers have collaborated with some 
of Britain’s leading industrial designers to produce a range 
of fluorescent lighting fittings planned to reduce to a mini- 
mum the difficulties with which the maintenance engi 


must contend. 


DURABILITY. Ediswan Fluorescent lighting equipn 

is specially cleaned and treated to ensure an anti-corrosi 
surface before the final finish is applied. Enamel finishes are 
stoved in Infra-red ovens to ensure hard, wear-resisting 


qualities and long life even under adverse conditions 


SIMPLICITY. Ediswan Fluorescent lighting equipment 


iS aS easy to Maintain as it is to install. On the fitting illus- 


trated removal of diffusing enclosures 1s etlected by finger 
pressure on flush push buttons located in the end panels, 


making cleaning and relamping a simple operation. 


The Ediswan Lighting Advisory Service will show you how to make the best use of this equipment. 


Write now giving details of your lighting problem. We will suggest a planned lighting 


giving the correct illumination for your needs. 


EDISWAN 


FLUORESCENT LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


THE EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC COMPANY, LTD., 155 CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON, W.C.2 
Member of the A.E.!. Group of Companies 


: 
| 
4 
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LE145 


The history of rooting is the story of man’s endeavours to 


build a permanent shelter against the elements— with 
FURIOUS ... 


successively more suitable materials as they become available 


The roof of the Pantheon is a fine example of great 


THik it -Culled Decause ( ic 
’ the c € Ops « eaven , was begun by Agrippa in 27 achievement in this story, for there the choice of design and 
B.« C ete e-built by Hadrian in the sec cer the right materials has stood the test of time 
A.D. Dedicated as a Christian chure I € ed Today it is just as necessary that the most permanent roof 
place of worship for almost 2,000 years. It is in perfect covering should be specified from the most suitable materials 
preservation except for the original bronze tiles from the available. That is why “*CORROPLAST” is chosen wherever 
dome, taken to Constantinople in A.D.665 corrugated sheeting is wanted — and wanted to last. 
/ 
116 Victoria Street - London S.W.1 Telephone ViCtoria 9354/7 & 9981 


Manufactured by HOLOPLAST LTD - Sales Office: 


Head Office and Works: New Hythe, Near Maidstone, Kent. 
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SEATING RENEWALS 
CONTRACT.... 


Gnemas 


and Concert 


and refurnishing of 


In the re styling 


theatre and cinema interiors, seating 
plays a mayor role—it must be in tune —— 


lo 


with the surroundings. set to the 


le SS than 


heart of the matter, nothing 


TWIL Spring Units can supply that 


comfortable, undistracted relaxation for 


which the occasion calls. 
BEST by TEST—and BEST for REST 


They are 


GU the femous 
TWIL Spring Units; either 
Seat or Bac k—or both 


They have won fame in 
the Upholstery World and 
they will bring profit and 


goodwill to you 


BEST BY TEST—BEST FOR REST 


Telephone 
WOLVERHAMPTON 312089 


TINSLEY WIRE INDUSTRIES LIMITED 


SHOWELL ROAD, BUSHBURY, WOLVERHAMPTON TWIL, WOLVERHAMPTON 
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a When the call is for 
INSULATION 


2‘O° CENTRES 

BITUMEN BONDED 
NSULATION BOARC 
Wz FIXED TO RAFTERS 


TE LATION B 


HARDWOODS 
SOFTWOODS 
PLYWOOD 
VENEERS 
HARDBOARD 
INSULATION 
BOARD 

THE FOREMOST NAME IN TIMBER DOORS. 


PIGLIKSTEN BUILDING MATERIALS Carpenters Road, Stratford, London, E.15S. AMHerst 4444 


| 
| 
BOARD 
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Atlantic gales and Arctic conditions mean that to build the walls and the roof of solid concrete 
special care must be taken when building in and to set the walls at an angle in order to with- 
Iceland, stand the force of the gales 
ois ‘ And especially so when the site of a building But there was no problem when it came t 
required to house the gear of Reykjavik fishermen installing shutters in the building. The install- 
i —their nets can be seen drying on the roof of the ation of Steel Rolling Shutters was the obvious 
finished sheds—is perched on top of an exposed answer, and some of the fifteen Mather & Platt 
sea-wall built of rock and earth to protect the -Shutters which now successfully withstand 
harbour from wind and waves. the blasts of a Northern winter are seer 
The Harbour Administration found it necessary above. 


Rolling Gutters by Ltd. 


MANCHESTER 10 


| 
| 
| | 
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THE SNOWCEM CASE BOOK 


oy YY YD DY YH YX o DS YS 


This Doncaster Hotel, originally an old farm house, is an 
attractive exam 3 he use of SNOWCEM. 

Cream brush to the external 
walls gives colourful appearance that 
preserves the old-world charm of the building. 


Architects: Messrs. Wilburn & Atkinson, Doncaster. 


Decorators: A. Bradbury & Son (Contractors) Ltd., 


Sheffield. 
Owners: Tennant Brothers Ltd., Sheffield. 


SNOWCEM 


brickwork by brush 


-Grey and Duck-Egg 


SNOWCEM WATERPROOF CEMENT PAINT 


DECORATES and PROTECTS at low cost 


THE CEMENT MARKETING COMPANY LIMITED 
Portland House, Tothill Street, London, S.W.1. 
or G. & 


THE SOUTH WALES P< T r & LIME CO. LTD., Penarth, Glam. 
UNDER FREE ENTERPRISE 


t Manufacturers, Hull 


THE October 2, 1952 
> . 
| 
Bee 
sREEN HOUSE HOTEL, DONCASTER 
| 
casily applicd te, cement rendering, stone or suitable: 
or spray. In sever rs: White, ¢ D Cream, Buff, Pink, Silver i % 
Green. Our Technical Department at your service 
| 
| T 3152 
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APID DELIVERY 


E: R 
NOW AVAILABL ES REQUIRED 


NO MATERIAL LICENC 


Our photograph illustrates the aluminium alloy roof construction 
specially developed by S.M.D. Fabricated from high-strength 
material, these roofs are clean-looking and hygienic. They are not 
painted and yet never rust or corrode and therefore there is no 
interference with production for overhead maintenance. Also, in 


humid atmospheres, the condensate does not stain and is non-toxic. 


Whether for a new factory or extension, 
or for a replacement roof for an existing 


building, send your enquiry to 


NEVER RUST 
OR CORRODE 
AND YET 
REQUIRE 


NO PAINTING 


STRUCTURAL & MECHANICAL DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERS LTD 


2 BUCKINGHAM AVENUE - SLOUGH BUCKS Telephone; SLOUGH 23212 


IN ASSOCIATION WiTH 


2, 1952 
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YEARS SERVICE 
CONFIRMS 


eed for specifying specia 
first made in 1934, that the 
ed, has been confirmed by thousa 
rid and tests carried out 
advised to specify Cementone 
Pp, mer on your next contract 


and costs per yara w be forwarded oc 


YOU CAN DEPEND ON 


JOSEPH FREEMAN SONS & CO. LTD., CEMENTONE WORKS, LONDON, S.W.18 


Telegrams : CEMENTONE, WESPHONE, LONDON 


WATERPROOFERS AND DECORATIVE FINISHES 


| 
4 
| 
| 
= one ° 
| 
vember The Decorate 
i The illustration above shows shops in the Haymarket at Newcastik —_—_—_—"_____—- 
on-Tyne where Cementone No. 7 Primer and Fiat F sh was used for 
the decoration of new cement rendering in 1934. This photograpt . 
was taken some 1/8 years later when the surface was pected and ey ementone No 
found to be in sound condit after 18 years exposu In 1934 s oe ees he 
tests were carried out by the Decorator Journa all types of A 
surface cluding new plaster, new cement and asbest sheeting : 
‘ 
These tests proved the claims made that Cementone No. 7 was ene pa moth ie. \ om 
suitable for application to almost any type of building surface, elim pron 
nating tt for diffe t surfaces 
Our cla decorative material 
had arr contracts ill parts om 
of the endent bodies. You cling 2 aa y 
would b 7 Flat or Gloss Finist \ Correction 
with U A Handbook giving oft Stand Th 
he 
| 
Telephone : Vandyke 2432 (5 lines) 
MANUFACTURERS OF COLOURS, HARDENERS §f es 
| _ 4 
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ANOTHER 
GUMMERS 
INSTALLATION 


MIXING VALVES AND SHOWERS 


shown here at Buxton Spa, include a needle spray with over- 
head shower and spinal spray and a Scotch Douche, all controlled 
by a thermostatic blender 

The Spa is used by the present cup holders, Newcastle United, 
as part of their training 


Telephones ; Rotherham 4865-6-7 Photograph by courtesy of the Spa Establishment—Manager R. A 


Telegrams : Gummer, Rotherham Lockwood, Esq., M.C.S.P 


UE 
WITH THE yNniQ TERING IN 
cc INGS 
TELESCO'S oF BUIL® 


* THE Smith Two-way reinforced 
fireproof floor can be employed for any 
flooring or roofing requirements. 


THE employment of patent tele- 
scopic centers permits the immediate 
use of the floor with the additional 
advantage of their removal in the 
minimum of time. 


WORKING space for other 
trades not obstructed by props and 
timber shuttering. 


) 
Midland Licensees : 
Parkfield Concrete Products Co., g 
Ltd., St. Peter's Road, Netherton. 
Phone: Dudley 4315. 


FIREPROOF FLOORS LTD 
(DEPT. B) IMBER COURT, EAST MOLESEY, SURREY 
TELEPHONE; EMBERBROOK 3300 


2 WAY REINFORCED FIREPROOF FLOORS 


| 
| 
| 
GUMMERS LIMITED ROTHERHAM | 
FIREPROOF FLOORS 
| 
iA 
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The Built Up Roofing on the large Esso 


Refinery plant at Fawley is another Anderson 


b contract. The roofing area shown could 
vEMG, accommodate two full size football pitches. 
LUN? 

Ppy 


D-ANDERSON AND SON LIMITED 


| STRETFORD ,MANCHESTER + ROACH Rd., OLD FORD,LONDON €E.3 
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MAINTENANCE COSTS 
AT NEW POPLAR PRIMARY SCHOOL WITH— 


Extra Strong Tubular Steel Furniture by Shepherd 


HE recently opened Susan Lawrence L.C.C. School at Cordelia 

Street, Poplar, has a dining hall equipped throughout with 
Shepherd tubular steel chairs and tables, The result is that replace- 
ment and maintenance costs in this direction, normally an 
important expense item in schools, are reduced to a minimum 
Morever, the chairs are scientifically designed, with pre-formed 
plywood seats and backs. They are constructed to encourage 
correct posture, are virtually non-tipping and are easily cleaned 

Phosphate Coating 

Shepherd furniture combines immense strength with modern good 
looks and finish. The strength comes from the highest grade steel 
tube, formed on the most up-to-date machinery. And the looks /asr. 


It's Phosphate 
Coated for 
Long, Rust - proof 
Life 


For every piece of Shepherd furniture ts given a special phosphate 
coating treatment before the stove enamel finish is applied 
Because of this extra protection, Shepherd tubular steel furniture 
has a long rust-proof life 

All the units are light and easily handled—even by children, and the 


fifteen in the space of one 
any colour on the B.S.S 


Colour Chart-— and the prices are very Competitive. Write today 


chairs nest neatly on top of one a 


Shepherd furniture can be supp 


for an illustrated catalogue. 


H. C. SHEPHERD & COMPANY LTD. 
HERSHAM STATION WORKS, WALTON-ON-THAMES, SURREY 
/ hone 23/14 


ELECTRIG THERMAL STORAGE SPACE HEATERS 


electrical energy only 


hours. 


The Thermodare system of heat- 


Thermodare heaters take in 
during by Electricity has the advantages of 

the night hours, but give con- 
tinuous heating throughout the 24 


are helping to solve the 
country’s fuel problems 


This new form of Central Heating 


low installation costs, very attractive 

appearance, is absolutely clean in its 

use, and requires no attention 
THERMODARE Heaters are 


For further ing has been acclaimed by Engineers ideally suited for installation in 
information as the ‘‘ greatest advance in space Offices, Schools, Institutions, 
apply to the heating during the past $0 years.”’ Churches, etc. 


Manufacturers 


ABERDARE ELECTRIC COMPANY LTD 
Dublin . Ireland 


Personally represented in 


Britain by E. C. GREEN, 


LITTLE REEVES. AMERSHAM COMMON, BUCKS 


| 
| | 
THERMODARE 
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CASTINGS 


Say When !.. From a modest few ounces 
up to two mighty tons we can supply Grey 
lron Castings, machine and floor moulded. 


Our well equipped machine shop is fully 
prepared to 


undertake the machining to 


accurate limits of any castings made in our 
Foundry. Our expert knowledge and advice is 
always at your service. 

We specialise also in Structural Steelwork, 
Metal Windows, Railings and Welded Tanks 
and Vessels. 


THOMAS BLACKBURN & SONS LIMITED 


PRESTON - 
London Office § Bloomsbur. 


LANCASHIRE 


y Square, W.C.1 


Tel. : Holborn 8638. 
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THE STEEL COMPANY OF/ WALES 


160.000 SQUARE FEET 
OF @ INCH CAST GLASS 
GLAZED WITH 


Glazing Contractors 
Bristow, Wadley & Co. Ltd. 
Swansea & Cardiff 


OBTAINABLE FROM ALL LEADING MERCHANTS. 
SOUTHERN & MIDLAND AGENTS :—HARRISON CLARK LTD., LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX. 


A 
MANUFACTURED BY THE LARGEST EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURERS OF PUTTIES (ies 
AND SIMILAR COMPOSITIONS IN GT. BRITAIN. 


SEALANCO (ST. HELENS) LTD., ST. HELENS. LANCS. 
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“VITROLITE ” saves upkeep 


The only maintenance zeork needed on the hard, fire-finished surface 

of “VITROLITE” can be done zith a damp cloth. It zvowt peel, 

fade, craze or zecar out; no dirt can become ingrained in it. Water, 

soap, steam, or any liquid i common use cannot harm it. [tis availabl 

m Black, White, Green, Green Agate, Primrose, Turquoise, Eggshell 
and Cream. 


LTROLITES 


md R St London, Teleph 


PIL KINGTON BROTHE RS LIMITED 


BELEN S LARC ASHIR'S 
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The new offices of the National Health Service at Surbiton, Surrey, 
of which the Committee Room is shown above) are insulated with 
Isoflex between roof and ceiling. Isoflex, consisting of laminated 
sheets of corrugated cellulose acetate film, provides effective heat 


insulation with remarkably little weight. Isoflex is non-inflammable, 


non-porous, non-absorbent, unaffected by rot and corrosion, and 


can be cut with a knife and assembled in a few minutes as 


illustrated. 


| 5 () F L EX CORRUGATED CELLULOSE ACETATE SHEET 


BX PLASTICS LIMITED, Higham Station Avenue, Chingford, London, E.4. Telephone: LARkswood 5511. 
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OFFICES FOR THE NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE AT 
EWELL ROAD. SURBITON (illustrated in this issue) 
Architect: P. J. B. HARLAND. ALA.Dip. 


GENERAL 


CON 


TRACTORS : 


ORCHARD & PEER (Lonbon) LED. 


STATION APPROACH 


WANDSWORTH 


COMMON e LONDON S.W.12 


BA Ttersea 6557 


OFFICES FOR THE NATIONAL HEALTH 
SERVICE. EWELE ROAD. SURBITON 


Architect 


P. J. B. Harland. F.R.1.B.A., A.1.L.A., A.A.Dip. 


PATENT “PINION” 
PANTILES 


SUPPLIED AND FINED BY 


ROBERTS ADLARD & 


ROOFING SPECIALISTS SINCE 1803 
(ENTERAL ROOPRING 
ROAD. CROYDON 
PHOrnton Heath 4271 
HEAD 
IWEhEDY ROAD. BROMLEY KENI 
RAVenshourne 31421 


DOF 


DOMESTIC CYLINDER 
INSULATING JACKETS 


CORK INSULATION 
& ASBESTOS CO. LTD. € 


CONSERVE HEAT 
SAVE MONEY 
FIRE-PROOF - ODOURLESS VERMIN-PROOF 
HYGIENIC ECONOMICAL 


SANIGUARD APPLIANCES LTD. 
62 LONDON WALL, LONDON, E.C.2. 


MONARCH 4922-4923 
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Treading 
safe 


composition flooring 


as laid in thé new offices for | x 
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ALSO APPROVED LAYING 
AGENTS FOR: 


‘MARLEY’ THERMO PLASTIC the National Heal 
TILES th Service at 


Surbiton. 
*DELARUE’ PLASTIC TILES 


*GESCO’ CORK TILES 
‘HAREFIELD’ RUBBER TILES 


Architect: P. J. B. HARLAND, A.R.I.B.A 


A floor covering to meet any 
need whether it be Housing 
Scheme, Private House, Shop. 
School or Factory ean be 


supplied. 


LEATHER E 
Full paruculars and 
Leatherflor, Limited, Wellington orks, Wellp Road. 
Forest Gate, London, E.7. Tele. MARyland 6 356/7)— 


l.eatherflor, Limited, Mr//, Hume Stre 


Scotland. (Tele. ARBroath 3271 


LOR LIMITED 


Durium-tipped Drills are suitable 
either a hand brace or electric dri ] Wit th 
you'll get the same sharp accurate holes thout 
fracture of cavities), the same silence 
and -an ease and cutting speed that will surpr 


The secret of this remarkable rotary t 


set Durirum ‘Tip t's vital! Look for the na 


m the shank no other is a g 
Durium-tipped Drills car 
benetit to vou. Write today tor tree 


RAWLPLUG 


DUR UUM, 


TIPPED DRILLS 


FOR MASONRY AND ALL TILES 


- thats the point! 


Bails 


THE RAWLPLUG COMPANY LIMITED - CROMWELL ROAD - LONDON - SW7 


ht 
RITZIDE | 
Sensational arilting by hand or power ) | 
a : 
tal 
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DEPARTMENT STORE 


at London Rd. Portsmouth 


hor MESSRS M*ILROYS LTD. 


Irchitect ELC. ALLEN AA.Dipl. 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


JNO. CROAD LTD. 
PORTLAND ST., PORTSMOUTH 


A: 
| 
| 
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NEW DEPARTMENT STORE AT | McILROYS NEW STORIE 
PORTSMOUTH FOR MESSRS. Cr 
this issue | 


HEATING, VENTILATING 
and HOT WATER SERVICES 


GUSTERSON 
HEATING CO. LTD. 


33 FITZROY STREET, LONDON, W.1 


ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 


FRANKLIN 


& SON LTD. 


29 FITZROY 
LONDON, W.1. 


DEPARTMENT SLORE FOR Messrs. 
McILROYS LID. PORTISMOU LH 


wlustrated im this issu 


Aechitect: P. ALLEN, A:R.1BA 


All Shopfitting W ork, 
Including Shoptront, Metal 


Canopy and Interior Fittings 


BY 


R A 
D | BOURNEMOUTH | 
—— DPD. DRAKE & SON, LIMITED —— 


ORCHARD STRFF1 CROMWELL ROAD 


POKESDOWN 
BOURNEMOUTH | BOURNEMOUTH 


Telephone: Telephone : 
Bournemouth 6144/5 Southbourne 44314/5/6 


A 
RONUK 


ove 
woo? 

THE “1-COAT’’ TRANSPARENT 
PENETRATING, PERMANENT 


PRESERVATIVE STAIN FOR 
ALL NEW WOODWORK. 


It cannot raise the grain. 


wi2 SHADES: ADVISORY SERVICE 
Ss rds, full directi d 


tractor’s use, estimates and over 
50 years of specialist's experience 
are at your service 
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Designed, Fabricated and Erected the 


STEELWORK 


and 


Designed and Supplied the foundation and basement 


REINFORCEMENT 


DEPARTMENT STORE AT LONDON ROAD, PORTSMOUTH, FOR MESSRS. McILROYS LTD 


ARCHITECT E. C. P. A 1., A.A. Dif 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
} 


C.JSONES & CO. LTD 


STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS - REINFORCEMENT ENGINEERS 


WOOD LANE, LONDON, W.12. » BUTE ST., CARDIFF. ‘Phone: Cardiff 2878" TREORCHY, GLAM. 


G00 


GROUP 
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ARCHITECTS: Ministry of Works 
CONTRACTORS: C. F. Kearley Limited 


THE LIQUID WATERPROOFER & HARDENER 


The provision of the experimental! slaughterhouse To provide these hard, dustless, acid and alkali 
at Guildford enables the Ministry of Food to resisting concrete floors “Colemanoid”’ is incor 
provide in a new building the essential and porated in the proportions of one gallon to 
desirable features which experience has shown six of the gauging water 

to be necessary. Their previous experience For further details write to me for Bulletin No. 3 
with “Colemanoid’ under similar conditions 

has resulted in its being used on this and other C ‘ \ 

Abattoirs, which are being built as a result of = 


the programme of Agricultural Expansion. 


; ~ THE ADAMITE COMPANY LTD., Manfield House. Strand. W.C.2. Temple Bar 6233/6 


26 
| 
| 
| 


Vol. 202. No. 43 October 2, 1952 
The Architect and Building New porates the Architect founded in 1869, and the “* Building News, 
founded in 1854. The annual subscriptior 4 and overseas, is £2 15s. Od. post paid: U.S.A. and Canada, $9.00 
Published by ILIFFE & SONS LTD ORSET HOUSE, STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, SE.1 
Telephone : WATERLOO 3333 (60 es Telegrams : “‘ ARCHITONIA, SEDIST, LONDON 
Branch Offices : Coventry : 8-10 Corporation Street ; Birmingham: King Edward House, New Street ; 
Manchester 260 Deansgate, Te! Blackfriars 4412 (3 lines), Deansgate 3595 (2 lines); Glasgow 26B Renfield Street, 


WHAT, NO 


A QUESTION was recently asked by a layman 
interested in the world of architecture : “‘ What 
has become of the competition system since the 
end of the war?” The subsequent discussion and 
attempts to answer his question opened up some 
interesting sidelines which it might be profitable 
briefly to summarize. 

It is true that there have been very few major 
competitions since the war ; in the eight years that 
have elapsed scarcely one a year has exercised the 
thought and speculation of the profession. One of 
the most important architecturally, Coventry, has 
led to much criticism and much praise ; its trans- 
lation from paper into building will be a long process 
and many may never see the result to condone or 
condemn it. This, perhaps, is as it should be; 
such a building is essentially one that must be carried 
out without undue haste if it is to serve the spiritual 
side of its long future existence. 

Apart from one or two community centres and 
a small assembly hall, all the other post-war competi- 
tions generally have been concerned with housing 
in its various forms, mainly urban developments in 
areas of high density. Some have been successful 
in execution and some less so, a minority have 
resulted in doubtful qualities; the last, however, 
have been due almost entirely to restrictions of 
materials or costs rather than to demerits of initial 
design. Pimlico is in progress and its final result 
can be visualized by the professional eye ; the scheme 
has suffered a little to the exigencies of practice, 
tough and rough. Golden Lane scheme, one of 
the latest, not a good paper result, has not yet been 
started and is, we understand, under extensive 
revision A number of other competitions have 
been shelved or even abandoned owing to economic 


COMPETITIONS? 


considerations and restrictions on building and 
capital expenditure. This is, of course, sad and is 
no encouragement for the survival of the system ; 
but obviously no promoter wishes to incur the expenses 
of a competition unless it can be expected to proceed 
to fruition within a reasonable period of time. 

The competition system is an old-established one 
within the architectural profession ; it is well under- 
stood and respected by the members of that profes- 
sion and its methods and procedure are governed 
by quite comprehensive and generally accepted rules 
and regulations laid down, after many years’ exper- 
ience, by the R.I.B.A. The Institute, indeed, has 
recently amended the clauses relating to premiums 
and fees to meet the high costs of building and the 
longer periods of time that may be involved in 
getting a job executed. These revisions are of assis- 
tance to both promoters and competitors and a 
recognition that the system is still one which should be 
considered as an integral part of the professional 
routine. 

But, and it is a big but, where are the competi- 
tions ? Our layman was right, they are not being 
promoted and the omission may lead in time to a 
general loss of the advantages of the system. It is 
natural to assume that highly important national, 
civic Or monumental schemes should be referred 
to trial by competition. But that is not the whole 
story ; for if such schemes are at present out of court, 
there are many others crying out for new solutions 
which might accrue from competitions. Many of 
these are problems that have come to the fore since 
the war and, even if they cannot immediately be 
turned into bricks and mortar, the time is ever ripe 
when they should be studied and firm schemes 
prepared for the advent of better times. The 
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profession is not so busy that it cannot afford to 
support the future and such selective competitions ; 
an assumption that is well supported by the high 
numbers entering for recent competitions. The 
system is, in other words, an investment which may 
well bring worth-while dividends in the future, 
to promoters and competitors alike. 

There are other advantages which need little 
reiteration ; the chances given to young designers 
and the discovery of new talent or the bringing 
to the top of new specialists in a given type of build- 
ing. There is also all the exercise and experience 
gained by unsuccessful competitors ; this, we would 
hold, far outweighs the time spent on otherwise 
unrewarded efforts and is the correct answer to 
those who deplore the “ waste of time” involved 
in competitions. Although the system is not the 
only means of revivifying architecture, there is no 
doubt that it can help to keep alive discovery, 
inventiveness, and hard thinking about planning, 
detail and external expression and, as such, is an 


he East elevation of Coventry Cathedral revised drawing by Mr. Bas 


have been approved by the Cathedral Reconstruction Committee. Others will be published in a 
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asset to both architecture and the profession. 


Probably one of the factors contributing to the 
present decline is the transfer of much architectural 
work: to public, industrial or commercial offices 
and the reduction in numbers of private practitioners. 
Local Authorities and other large concerns which 
now support their own architectural departments 
should realise that they do not always get the best 
from inside and that insular staleness is a complaint 
which can creep on very insidiously. 


What can be done in this matter is less clear than 
the need for action ; a lead can well come from either 
the Government Departments or from the profes- 
sion itself. It is a subject for ventilation and 
assistance probably by the R.I.B.A., better than any 
other body. In spite of criticisms that can be still 


levelled against the competition system in detail, 
it does not merit death by inanition, for it is still 
of great value for progress and public relations as 
well as for architectural development 


Spence, one of a new se 
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| 
| 
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future issue. 
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EVENTS 


CORRECTIONS 


It was largely my fault that the last sentence of my first 
paragraph under correspondence last week was, to say the 
very least, rather obscure. The complete sentence should 
have read: “All those I met, and they were many, liked 
it very much, for even among foreigners there is the same 
understanding of the difference between contemporary and 
traditional.” 

Elsewhere on the same page Mr. Rosenberg’s name was 
spelt wrongly. I am sorry for both lapses 

Mr. Lambert Lee, A.R.I.B.A., A.R.A.LA., A.R.LCS., 
an australian architect living in Cambridge, writes in praise 
of the feature on the R.V.I.A. Small Homes Service but 
points out one or two mistakes both in my remarks and 
the main article. The Age is, of course, a daily paper 
and was correctly so referred to in the main article. I was 
wrong. The letters after Mr. Jones’ name should have 
been A.R.A.LA. The Age, I am most interested to hear, 
financially assisted in providing the chair of architecture 
at Melbourne University. How splendid it would be if 
one of our press Lords were to endow the A.A., our only 
truly independent school of architecture. The Age illus- 
trates some of the houses from the folder of plans each 
week and backs them up with articles. The Argus, another 
Australian morning daily, also devotes one page a week to 
articles of building interest 


BRITISH RAILWAYS BEWARE 


According to the Evening Standard motor coach 
designers have bettered anything the most luxurious train 
travel can offer. As an example the report cites a coach 
designed for the London-Glasgow night run as having 
leaded and stained glass windows, giving the back part 
“almost the dignity of a chapel.” I like the almost. I 
can scarcely wait to see this tavern car on pneumatic tyres 
I have seen a lot of well-designed buses and coaches 
about recently and so I feel that the commercial Motor 
Show will not consist entirely of such monstrosities as the 
Evening Standard describes 


LAMP POSTS 


On another page the Deputy Surveyor of Solihull sug 
gests an open competition for the design of lamp standards 
I think that this would be a very good idea but I do not 
agree with Mr. Thomson’s last paragraph. In my opinion 


the manufacturers have had their chance and 


C.o.L.D. committee-passers excepted, have failed 

ably. To ensure a sensible technical specification 

pendent electrical consultant should draw up the technical 
conditions. My information is that we are soon to be 
offered some very good designs in standards but even so 
we have still.to tame the producers of the lamps th 


on the posts. With some important exception 


consider that what lights well must look weli, and i 
any comment to the contrary. This is unfortunate and we 
can only hope that as the new posts come along the elec- 
trical manufacturers will begin to see that it is up to them 
to pay more attention to the design of their fittings 


AND 
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COMMENTS 


PLAN 10 1951 


The second edition of Plan to be edited by students of 
the Birmingham School of Architecture has just appeared. 
Its date suggests that there has been some delay in its 
production. The frontispiece is a reproduction of 
Breughel’s “‘ Massacre of the Innocents” and doubtless it 
has some reference to to-day’s architectural innocents. 
The editorial must have been written by someone with 
strong pro-Maufe leanings for it describes the South Bank 
as “this rattle” and elsewhere refers to it as “ this eclectic 
cliché mongering,” and “cosmetic architecture.” As far 
as I can understand it everything is wrong with architec- 
ture and no house is any use unless you can whip the 
internal partitions out at your slightest whim and, if so 
minded, bung the whole thing in neatly wrapped packages 
back to factory to be used again. In this type of vitrified 
panel architecture where to-day’s w.c. wall may be in 
to-morrow’s larder there will, we are told, be no need for 
maintenance, except for a few panes of glass. Density is 
the key word. “It cuts across the life and thought of the 
country ”—like hell it does. 

I fear that this editorial is pretentious hard-hitting rub- 
bish where the mere stringing together of architectural 
rude words is made to do the work of English. 


GAS CRITICISM 

I see that the chairman of the Gas Council has been 
appealing for less “ unreasoned and uninformed criticism’ 
of the gas industry. He did not make clear his attitude to 
more serious and better informed critics. What, for 
example, is the Gas Council’s policy on its industrial 
architecture? While such questions remain unanswered 
and while new gas works architecture continues to offend 
the eye, it seems unreasonable for Colonel Smith to request 
us to refrain from shooting the hard-working pianist. 


R.1.B.A. NEWS 

I think that the R.I.B.A. is quite right to concentrate on 
travelling exhibitions for the provinces. The Institute does 
not allow itself a very generous amount of money for exhi- 
bitions and one full scale show at Portland Place has in 
the past often used up the year’s allotment. Quite apart 
from the physical difficulty of visiting the R.I.B.A. we, in 
London, have more exhibitions than we can manage to 
attend while the provinces are starved of such things. 


ONE-MAN SHOWS 

You will remember that there was a campaign to obtain 
the Lloyd Wright exhibition for this country. It was a 
great pity that it could not be arranged. I believe a number 
of organizations considered it but the expense was too 
heavy. I hear now that there is a similar but smaller exhi- 
bition of the work of Walter Gropius on tour. Once again 
it seems doubtful whether we shall see an important one- 
man show because of transport costs 


A.B.S. CHRISTMAS 5 CARDS 

Four designs are offered this year. You may choose 
between a triumphal arch by Osbert Lancaster, a jolly 
scene based on the R.I.B.A. badge by Henry Elder, seven- 
teenth-century warships in full sail by P. S. P. Morter 
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and an alpine snowscape photograph by Bryan Westwood 
The cards are sixpence each including envelopes. 
FITZHARRIS HOUSE 

The latest news about Fitzharris House, Abingdon, is 
that the Minister of Works has postponed demolition 
arrangements pending a report from the Ancient Monu- 
ments Board of England. 

Whatever the outcome of this postponement it will not 
alter the fact that the house should never have been 
allowed to deteriorate to its present condition. There is 
always a danger in dealing with Government Departments 
that a last minute show of interest and sense by a Minister 
will serve to gloss over a far more important issue. The 
correspondence between the various preservation societies 
and the M.o.S. should be published. 


TAILPIECE 


An agency report that has reached me alleges that the 
Aesthetic Society of France has brought an action to have 
Corb’s Unité d’Habitation at Marseilles demolished on 
the grounds that it is a blot on the landscape—alternatively, 
they will accept 20 million francs to allow it a reprieve 
Merde Alors! 


ABNER 


Photos by Oliver Carey, 


|. West facade. 


2. The sloping ramps leading on to the roof near one of the 
ventilating shafts. 


3. South and West facades. 


4. A winged shelf of concrete cantilevered over the main 
entrance. 


5 & 6. Le Corbusier’s mural painted on the concrete interior 


wall of the Market floor. 
7. General roof view; the encircling wall is of a height to allow r i 


the safe use of the perimeter as a race track. 


8 & 9. Internal and external views of the social centre on the 
roofs. 


10. ‘* Vertigo in reverse’. Looking upwards at the independent 
staircase at the North end of the building. 9 
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Examination in Profes- 


sional Praetice and 


Practical Experience 


The Council of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects on June 17, 1952, 
gave the Board power to deal with 
special cases arising under the new 
regulations for the Examination in Pro- 
fessional Practice and Practical Experi- 
ence The officers of the Board now 
announce that any student shall be 
eligible to apply forthwith for election 
as Associate R.I.B.A. if he qualified 
for registration by means of a Profes- 
sional Practice Examination held under 
the decision of the A.R.C.U.K. Admis- 
sion Committee that candidates who 
passed practically the whole of their 
School Examination before Septem- 
ber 18, 1951, leaving not more than tw 
subjects to be taken, could qualify for 
registration if they finally completed 
their examination before July 31, 1952 


O F T H E 


Brangwyn Exhibition 
An Exhibi 


water-colours 


tion of about 500 paintings, 
drawings and etchings 
by Sir Frank Brangwyn, R.A., will be 
I 1 the Royal Academy Diploma 
Gallery from October 10-November 30 


Examination Grant 


The Ilkeston Town Council have 
ipproved an examination grant of £30 
to Mr. D. Beresford (architectural asso- 
ciation n his passing the final 
on of the Town Planning 


Instit ite. 


R.LB.A. Library Group 


The next meeting of the Library 
Vv take place on Monday, 
October 13, at 6 p.m., at which Miss 
Dorothy Stroud will give a talk on 
Gardening. Some of the 
llected for the Arts Council 
on “English Landscape 
ng of the Eighteenth and Early 
nth Centuries” which was de- 


t 
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W E E K 


signed by Miss Stroud will be on dis- 
lay 


Mr. Maemillan on Slum 
Clearance 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, 
speaking at a Press Conference at the 
Grand Hotel, Plymouth, on Sept. 24, 
said : 

“We are hearing a great deal just 
now about houses which, it is said, are 
being left unoccupied, or even falling 
down, through lack of repairs. Natur- 
ally I am very glad that the housing 
problem should be widely discussed, 
and welcome either the assistance or 
criticism of all people who share my 
enthusiasm for housing 

“Burt do not let us either minimize 
or exaggerate the facts. During the 


last few days I have seen figures widely 
quoted which I believe to be based 
largely on guesswork 


An aerial view of Plymouth showing progress in rebuilding of the City Centre, and the Royal Parade . 
N E W 
| 
| 
| 
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“Tt is said that all the ground we 
are gaining by building new houses we 
are losing because an equal number are 
falling down through decay. 

“This really is a great exaggeration. 
By all means let us face up to our 
problems but do not let us overstate 
them. 

“We must remember that a great 
many houses ought to be pulled down 
Before the war over 60,000 a year were 
being demolished under slum clear- 
ance schemes. The tragedy to-day is 
that people sull have to live in houses 
which would have been pulled down 
but for the second world war. Nearly 
13 years have passed. It is time to take 
up this work again 

“It is absolutely vital that local 
authorities in this country should begin 
now to consider a resumption of slum 
clearance. It is a natural function for 
them—indeed, it 1s one of their most 
important. And only they can do it 

“IT am often reminded that good 
igricultural land is being. sterilized 
through building in wrong places 

“Well, surely there is no better way 
of preventing the waste of agricultural 
using again valuable 


land than by 
housing sites which already exist inside 
our cities and towns 

“We must build more and more new 
houses because the waiting lists are 
sull long but, where we can, let us 
build on sites that are ready-made. Let 
us start to pull down the worn-out 
houses and to fill up the toothless gaps 
In our cities and towns 

“We have now full Planning powers 
We must use them. Here again the 
Planning authorities, County and 
County Borough, have the main re- 


sponsibility.” 
British Firm to Plan Town 


in Kthiopia 


Messrs. Harris & Gard, Architects 
and Civil Engineers, of No. 4, Green- 


field Crescent, Five Ways, Birming- 
ham, have been appointed by the 
Imperial Ethiopian Government as 
Planning Consultants in con- 


nection with the development of a new 
cuy on the shores of Lake Tana in 
the northern part of Ethiopia. This 
city, near the site of the existing town 
of Bahr-Dar, will be situated at the 
point where the Blue Nile leaves the 
Lake and begins its descent through 
wild gorges to the Sudan frontier some 
tour hundred miles away The site 
presents glorious opportunities — for 
scenic planning, and its development 
will be facilitated by the abundance 
of electrical energy which will become 


wailable from the proposed har- 
nessing of the waters of the Nile 
which cascade over a series of preci- 


pitous falls a few miles below the site 
A regular service of freight and pas 
senger already exists on the 
Lake, and the proposed site is at the 
converging point of ancient) North- 
South and East-West land routes. An 
airfield already exists at Bahr-Dar 


vessels 
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The planning work to be undertaken 
by Messrs. Harris & Gard includes 
research into the agricultural and in- 
dustrial development of the area 
besides the basic studies and surveys 
necessary to enable the layout of the 
city itself to be determined. Arrange- 
ments have already been made for an 
air survey of the whole area to be 
carried out, using aircraft of the Im- 
perial Ethiopian Air Force. Another 
important aspect of the development 
of the area will be the elimination of 
malaria-carrying Mosquitoes from the 
site, Which is at an elevation of 
6,000ft, which is critical this 
aspect. 

While it is by no means the inten 
tion of the Imperial Ethiopian Govern 
ment that this city should in any way 
supersede Addis Abba as the nation’ 
capital, it 1s expected that when de- 
veloped it will become the in 1 
administrative centre for the rich 
northern provinces 

Mr. J. Seymour Harris, F.R.I.B.A., 
Assoc. M. Inst. C. E M. 1. Stri 
A.M.T.P.L., the leader of the ¢ 
uon, left London Airport on 
ber 24, and will 
lowed by the other fh 
team, who include Sir Gordon Covell, 


ipout 


C.LE., probably the most et 
malariologist in England to-day; 
Colonel D. R. Crone, C.LE., O.B 


survey field bot 
secirenufic point 
famous; 


whose work in the 
from a technical and 
of view is. world 
Crone will be accompanied by Mrs 
Crone, who invariably assists him in 
the field work; Dr. R. C. B 
D.Sc., M.I.Min.E., who will be in 
charge of geological research; and Mr 
J. B. Weils, assistant survevor. It is 
anticipated that the work on site will 
take about six months, and ha 
timed to coincide with the 
favourable weather conditions. It is 
hoped to publish the report in 
eighteen months’ time 


Colonel 


been 


most 


Lisbon Conference 
Ihe Twenty-first ! 
Congress of Housing and Town Plar 
ning in Lisbon ended with the unani- 
mous approval of a motion calling 
i “Vast programme of urba 
reconstruction.” 
‘he motion, proposed by the 
ing President of the Congress, Sir 
George Pepler urged governments 


local 


vuthorities to take without delay 


the necessary legal and technical steps 
for such a programme, which would 
take vears to elaborate 
Sir George said that .as the Inter 
itional Congress was held only every 


two vears, they should encourage the 
holding of regional conferences. The 
first of these, he added, would take 


w Delhi next November 


place in N 


Repair of Old Houses 


Mr. J. Ian Robertson, President ot 


Federation of Building 


the National 


Trades Employers, speaking at the 
annual dinner of the Northern 
Counties Federation of Building 


Trades Employers, at Sunderland, on 
September 26, said: “We all realize 
that the Government wishes to avoid 
any step which would tend to divert 
resources from priority defence works 
and the new housing programme, but 
it is the considered view of the in- 
dustry that the licence-free limits could 


or at any rate raised 


be swept awa 


very substant without any in- 
jurious effect « All 
our information goes it the 


South Australian Builders 


Affiliate to 


Aluminium Chureh 


A ct rely of “ Bristol 
un ts to be conse 
crated in ! on October 26 by 


His Grace the Roman Catholic 
ushop ol Melbourne Dr 
Mannix, D.D 

It is the first aluminium church to 


nll Tec K 
CORRECT! NS 
In A. & BN. of July 31, one of 
We ed e dumpec 
th GF. Lig mpc 
it 1d\ Witt 
Phe 
yer W fort ( 
the I tne Ca ) 
1 the issue of Sept. 18, the [ i 
glass w prin is .O7 rt of course 
I d have been 0.7 


q 
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| 
e 
last increase la nade r no 
i difference to such work. To amend 
the Rent Restriction Acts requires 
legislauon, but the abolition, or the 
raising, of the licensing limits ts a 
simple matter I trust that when he 
formulates his proposals Mr. Eccle | 
will receive the support of the Minister 
of Housing, who has made it abun 
dantly clear that he realize is we do, 
that the housing problen in only be 
solved by a programme which make 
provision for the repair of old, as wel 
: is tor the building of new, house 
: Po The Council of the National Federa- | 
tion of Building Trades Empl rs ha 
approved the affiliation to the Federa- 
uon of the South Australian Builders 
ind Contractors’ Association rhis is 
the third afhhation of an overseas 
organization this vear, the others being 
the Gibraltar Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation and the Victoria Master 
Builders’ Association 
Phe total number of overseas organi 
zations affiliated to the National 
: Federation is now twelve 
> 
ind it will serve the Roman Catholic 
ay parish of St. Cecilia in the South Cam- 
a berwell suburb of Melbourne rhe 
building will accommodate about 304 
people and measures Y5it by 32ft. The 
| 
< “a 
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COMING EVENTS 


Scottish National Housing and Town 

Planning Council. 

October 3 and 4 at 10.15 a.m. An- 
nual Meeting at Town Hall, Fort 
William 
The National Trust 

October 10 at 4.30 p.m. Ordinary 
General Meeting to be held, by 
gracious permission of Her Majesty the 
Queen, at St. James’s Palace. The Rt 
Hon. The Lord Radcliffe, P.C., G B.E.., 
will speak. Only members to _ be 


admitted 


Housing Centre Trust 

October 7 at 4 p.m. Annual Meeting 
at 6.13, Suffolk Street, Haymarket 
S.W.] 


Farm Buildings 
the Eduor of A. & B.N 
who reads your 


iterested in the 


by your 

I cn cle,’ and as 

I direct a firm concerned with the 
structural design and manufact 
such buildings, perhaps you can 

ome e for my comments on his 


mtention is, I believe, 


of farm building 


costs 
ition 1S meant, first the 
limiting of « | dimensions of build- 
ings to a few chosen sizes, and secondly 
the design standardization of the com- 
ponents of the structure itself (rather 
like the wartime Bailey Bridge 

As an example of this standardization 
is quoted the M.A.F. standard build- 


root trusses of which were 


made from air-raid shelter structural 
sections, and the stanchions of pre-cast 
reini 
That overall dimensions of farm 


buildings could be standardized, thus 


orced concrete 


reducing the variety of structural com 


ponents, is not greatly contended, and 
this seems to the writer the most that 
a British standard should attempt, but 
the assumption that other than star 
dard ns ind eaves height ol 
bu ive excessive expense 


is types of structural 
design, and does not take into 
certain modern structural 
where the span and eaves 
in be anyt the farmer 


Or two witho 
normal tonnage 


le, my firm produces a 


ture from 24ft to 45ft span, and the 
span ind eaves height ca 
any exact dimension the farmer may 
require at no more cost/ton of finished 
structure than if he ordered a stan- 
dardized span 

The argument that might be raised 
that standardized components could be 
produced in large quantity, kept in 


London Master Builders Association. 
October 8 at 12.45 for 1 p.m. 

General Meeting of Central Area 1. 

Meeting will take the form of a Brains 


Trust. Question Col 
H. E. Peirce, O.B.E., Team 

Professional Side, Mr. G. Langley 
laylor F.R.1.B.A., FRICS., 
F.L.A.S., M.T.P.I. and Mr, Cyril 


Sweett, F.R.I.C.S.; Contractor Side, 
Mr. R. S. Williams, M.I.O.B., and Mr 
Paul Gilbert, O.B.E Gilbert-Ash 


Oct 9 at 630 p.m. Talk on 
“ Plan d Their Implementation” by 
Derek Plumstead, A.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I 
Gilbert McAllister, M.A., will preside 


tock and supplied against immediate 
requirements, does not take fully into 
account the heavy cost of capital out- 

hich would cancel 
out in cost the advantages, provided, of 


ral engineer has ac- 
1] raw material 
ample quoted of the M.A.F. 
ird trusses it is possible, by the 
f t secuons, to design 
trusses for the two spans 
ed particularly for the 
18ft Oin span, and thus a waste of steel 
Drought about at the expense of 
mponents, planned, as 
ly noted, to make use 
temporarily surplus material. 


rhis raises the main point of dispu- 
tation—should standardization be ex- 

nded 49 

Int rs opinion it should not 
1 


¢ he 1s a strong supporter 
of standardization when applied to re- 


uv I components, the applica- 
tion design, Le., combination of 

ympone! should be very carefully 
or deed 

Even with th Standardization of 


nents, great care must be taken 
ike the standards too rigid, 


wi new inventions will be 
frustrated by too lengthy adherence to 
cx l tandards 
In thi intry, standardization has 
been by consent, and not by decree, 
alth n es the tendency, as we 


y vly edged into authori- 
irdization by decree, 
even “Dutch Uncle” 
1 not be pleased were that to come 


ngerous thing about stan- 
by decree is not. that 
designs may not be good; in fact, they 
may | well above the average, but 
t xy analytic and con- 
on the part of our 
designing engineers and will give rise 
attitude of manufac- 
turers, “ You can have any colour you 
like provided it is black! ” 

r has studied farm struc- 
ie Continent and in this 
country, and has seen many attractive 
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At 28, King Street, Covent Garden, 
W.C.2. 


Special Lectures on Archi- 
tecture ;: University of London 

A Course of three lectures on 
“ Architecture et Sport” will be de- 
livered in French by Paolo Vietu Violi 
at University College (Architecture 
Theatre), Gower Street, London, 
W.C.1, at 5.30 p.m., on October 28, 30 
ind 31 Admission is free without 
uucket 


-HAN E OF ADDRE 


rhe Alhed Iron Founders have moved 
the address of their head office fram 37-41, 
Mortimer Street, W.1, to 28, Brook Street, 
Wd Fel. Grosvenor 8941 


designs in steel, aluminium, wood and 
ferro-concrete, each design possessing 
merits, but no one design meeting all 
possible requirements, and it is his con- 
tenuon that a good individual design, 
backed up with an efficient manufac- 
turing organization and good supply of 
raw materials, will give the farmer a 
building at a price he can afford 

Much of the high cost of buildings 
to-day is due to shortage of raw 
materials, which standardization of 
design would not alter. 

The return of competition will also 
benefit the farmer in lower prices and 
will maintain the old-established prin- 
ciple, now temporarily in abeyance, 
that the best man (and farm building! 
will win. 

I am, etc., 
W. G. BRUNTON, 
A.M.1.Mech.E 


Design of Conerete Lamp 
Standards 


To the Editor of A. & B.N. 

Sir,—For some time past there has 
been fairly severe criticism in the Archi- 
tectural Press of the various concrete 
lamp standards which have been offered 
by the manufacturers. A case has yet 
to come to my knowledge in which 
architectural comment has been favour- 
able. 

Now that the Council of Industrial 
Design has assumed responsibility in 
maintaining the list of approved designs 
of columns, I feel the ume is oppor- 
tune for the architectural profession to 
suggest certain standards which they 
consider to be acceptable 

I, therefore, suggest for the con- 
sideration of the various parties 
concerned, that an open architectural 
competition be invited by representa- 
tives of the concrete lamp column 
manufacturers for assessment by the 
Council of Industria! Design 

It would, of course, be necessary for 
the manufacturers to lay down certain 
specifications, and I think it would 
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have to be accepted that the winning 
designs might require minor modifica- 
uons to comply with the requirements 
of economical manufacture. 
etc., 
IAN D. THOMSON, 
Deputy Surveyor, 
Solihull. 


HE question “Must Building 

Costs Keep Rising 2?” was debated 
at a meeting of the London Branch of 
the Association of Building Tech- 
micians held at the Building Centre on 
Thursday, September 25. The 
Minister of Works, the Rt. Hon. 
David Eccles, M.P., was in the charr, 
and the principal speakers were Pro- 
fessor lan Bowen, Professor of Econo- 
mics at Hull, who had been in the 
Ministry of Works for some years, and 
Mr. H. F. H. Rainger, President of the 
Building Industry Distributors. 


ROFESSOR BOWEN said that the 

problem went on being discussed 
rather than solved. The Ministry of 
Works collected valuable information 
on the industry and stumulated research 
in many directions, and that work was 
badly needed because, unfortunately, 
there was no body supported by the 
industry which did any of the work 
which was so badly needed in research 
and in the furtherance of new methods 
ot construction. 

The problem of providing housing 
was to house people in the best way 
and at the lowest possible social cost. 
The task before the building industry 
was immense in its range, and no one 
simple solution would suffice; use 
would have to be made of a great many. 
Was the industry as well designed as 
could be expected to do the job? There 
were over 120,000 separate employing 
units, and hundreds of firms entered 
and left the industry each month. The 
numbers employed by the individual 
firm also fluctuated considerably. This 
great flexibility of employment was a 
very dessrable characteristic from the 
point of view of adapting it to changes 
in demand, but was it obtained at too 
great a social cost, and were there too 
many firms in the industry? 

From the workers’ point of view, the 
weakness was that when a job came to 
an end there must be a transfer of 
labour, with resulting insecurity of 
employment. The number of firms 
springing up all over the country 
exacerbated this difficulty and led to 
over-supply in some parts while there 
was a shortage in others. There was 
too much flexibility for good labour 
relations, and it seemed that there were 
too many employing units. The very 
big firms seemed to be the most 
efficient and able to get better pro- 
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“Close Tendering 
To The Editor of A. & B.N 
Sir,—Readers may be interested in 
three tenders we have recently received 
for 3-ply roof covering for a school in 
Lancashire. A well-detailed specifica 
tion and working drawings were issued 


NG cos Ts 


ductivity out of their labour, but some 
small builders were very efficient for 
the kind of jobs which they were re- 
quired to do. The small tamily firm 
could grow up to a certain size and 
become increasingly efficient, but when 
it had to take on salaried staff the 
efficiency might fall off, until the num- 
ber of employees grew sufficiently to 
make better control possible. With up 
to 100 employees there might be 
efficiency, and after that a trough of 
inefficiency, followed by efficiency again 
at 500 employees and over, then an 
other trough, and efficiency again at 
5,000 and over. There must, of course, 
be exceptions 

National and local authorities had a 
great deal of information on the size 
of firms which might well be invest- 
gated, because something could be 
gained by concentrating the letting of 
contracts‘and having a few hundred 
instead of many thousand 

Costs were up to 3-3} umes pre-war, 
and the fact that they had not gone up 
much more than the pound had gone 
down was no reason for complacency 
The country was spending £1,300 m a 
year on building, and if costs could be 
cut by 10 per cent it would mean a 
saving of £130 m a year. Building 
wages had not gone up so sharply as 
wages in many other industries, which 
meant that building labour productivity 
had gone down. This was one of the 
gravest facts that the industry had to 
face. The old remedy of greater in- 
security to increase productivity would 
not have the desired effect. In Hull 
it had been found that when a good 
deal of other building was started the 
rate of production of housing went up, 
because the men on the housing jobs 
knew that they could get other work 
when the houses were finished, and to 
see further work ahead was one of the 
best incentives to higher productivity. 

In this country it was almost im- 
possible to obtain final cost figures for 
housing which were less than two years 
out of date. No one in local govern- 
ment offices knew what the houses they 
were putting. up had cost. It was 
ridiculous to talk about reducing or 
controlling costs when the figures were 
two years old. No other industry or 
set of customers would put up with 
that situation, and it was not tolerated 
in the building industry in other 
countries. An enquiry was needed by 
some official body. There was need for 
less research into why things were as 
they were, but more into how to change 


to three leading firms, the tenders be- 


ing as follows 


Firm “ A’ £1,902 14 6! 
Firm “B” £1,902 14 6 
Firm “C” £1,902 14 7 


I am, etc., 
G. GRENFELL BAINES 


them and bring costs down by 10 per 
cent within a measurable period 

Mr. H. F. H. Rainger dealt with 
the contribution > mer 


to make 


10ds, and substitutes for goods of 


enough, 


on, be- 
used, and 
cheaper 


ials which 


Greater notice of supplies that were 
1elp; if the merchants 
could build up their order books weeks 
or months ahead they might be able to 
supply the material when it was 
wanted, and so help the steady flow 
of materials on to the job 
It had been his experience in the last 
few years that architects and surveyors 
specified goods made to B.S. specifica- 
tion when the job did not seem to war- 
rant more than ordinary “ best 
quality” article, and this might add to 
the cost Architects often specified 
goods which were difficult to obtain, 


leading to delays in construction, when 


necessary would 


alternative goods were available It 


specifica 
ld help At present metal 
was coming 


down, and also cement, since the price 


of paper bags had 
fireclay prices were 

The distributors 
Minister some mon 


before the 


iid scheme to 
had almost finishec 
but was held up for want of some par- 
ticular article. Building Industry Dis- 


tributors had offered to get together a 


panel of merchants in every area who, 
on being approached by an official of 
the Ministry, would contact merchants 
and say that such-and-such a builder 
was being held up for, say, sixteen 
flushing cisterns These would then 
be secured somewhere if it was 


humanly possible to do so 
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turers and the building sites, could . 
make towards reducing the cost ol 
building, and mentioned that immedi- 
ately cost prices came down, as they } 
were doing to-day in many com- 
7 modities, the distributors reduced their 
price One way in which they could 
help was by giving greater service ; 
They should get into closer contact 
with the men on the job and be ready : 
suggestions for quick replace- 
ments, alternative ind =s cheaper 
} 
which there was a shortage. Cement, { j 
for instance, could now be supplied in ~ 
bulk, where the job was big Hii : 
at a saving of about 14s 6d 
cause no paper bags 
there must be many ott 
methods of supplying mater! 
coul 1 | I 11 
alternativ 
prices | 
n, and anitary 
illing 
iced 
Continued on 
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.PON the inception of the National 
Health Service on Jfuly 5, 
1948, the E itive Counc for 


x 
the County of Surrey had to make the 


best of what accommodation 

find available in quite inad 
hremicses itterly temporary accom- 


nodation has been used in Ministry of 
n Richmond Park Camp 
Later the Ministry of Health ap- 
icquisition by the Council 
site in Surbiton for the 
project.of erecting a new building to 
accommodate the necessary staff to 
aan ter the Act 
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onal Health 


Ewell 


Road. Surbiton 
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Dis. 


ment for purposes of office accommoda- 
tion or other future needs of the Health 
Service. Owing to the delay that a 
joint scheme would incur, it was 
eventually decided to leave a space for 
future development to the South of the 


— 
R. 
ASE OCIVATE R 

Site 

The site ginally contained houses 
(Nos. 187-195 incl.) fronting Ewell 
Road, a thoroughfare which already 
serves local government offices and is 
easily accessible, having trolley buses 
connecting Tolworth, Surbiton and _ site. 
Kingst pon-Thames, Surbiton Sta- 


tion being only a few minutes walk 


he area of the land acquired was 
a little large for the immediate needs 
of the Council, and at an early stage 
consultations took place with other 
authorities with a view to joint develop- 


Accommodation 

Owing to the recent introduction of 
the Service there was practically no 
data available for the study of existing 
premises dealing with the same ad- 
ministrative problems. The only new 


offices erected for a similar Council 


: 
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were those in prefabricated build ngs the Ministry of Health officials which the following rn mum — require- 
at Birmingham which were inspected necessitated revisions and modifica- ments:— 
through the courtesy of the Executive tions of more than one project, 


Council for that city and the Regional decisions were reached and Ministerial Planning 


Architect. This visit was helpful in approval was given in January 1950 The Counc 5 sponsible for 
. formulating a schedule of require- to the preparation of plans based upon making availa the population of 
ments, and after consultations with a maximum permitted cost with Surrey, nur about |,350,000, 
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South elevation (see construction details on fe 


general medical, dental, pharma- 
ceutical and supplementary ophthalmic 
services. Making payment to those 
professions engaged in providing those 
services, and for ensuring that the 
services are adequate satis- 
factory. 

A total staff of about one hundred 
and ten to be accommodated in the 
various sections which fall into four 
main departments comprising Ad- 
ministration, Registration, Finance and 
Ophthalmic. 

Planning has arranged for the 
general administration to have offices 
near the entrances, and the Registrar, 
whose department is in one large room 
containing the Registry and Nominal 
Index and giving accommodation for 
sixty-four clerks whose work is occu- 
pied between their respective tables 
and filing cabinets which hold card 
indexes of the population of the district. 


The above departments, together 
with the Ophthalmic Section, are 
situated on the Ground Floor, which 
has two entrances, one for staff and 
goods, and the main entrance to public 
enquiry hall and Council suite over 

The First Floor contains the Council 
Room with seats for 26 members, 
4 officers and 10 for the Press. This 
is approached by a Waiting Hall, 
which also forms the function of an 
Ante-room to Council's meetings. 
Adjoining the Waiting Hall are the 
offices for the Clerk of the Council, his 
Secretary, Deputy Clerk, Committee 
Section and Finance Section, including 
the Finance officer. In this position 
these offices are self-contained and 
secluded from cross-traffic of the other 
departments 


and Aesthetics 
The Council desired a permanent 


Construction 
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Duliding 
for traditional treatment with facing 
bricks, sto 
roof. Existing houses 
fare are mostly residential, 
Victorian subu 
also with low 
pitched roofs of the Regency period 
Recent developments such as the Post 
office Exchange building, Library 
Fire Station are eighteenth- 
domestic in character 
coloured facing bricks 
The new building is constructed 
normally with brick walls 
floors and light steel frame 
32 degrees pitch, timber purlins and 
rafters covered with felt and 
Insulation in 
provided by non-inflammable 


and expressed a preferment 
an ahd bitchad 
e dressings and a pitcned 
nthe thorough- 
of the 
rban type ; there are 


some earlier nouses 


and 
century 


with multi- 


concrete 


roof! ng 


the roof 

sheets laid over suspended ce 
The Registry and Nominal! 

a single storied room 65ft 
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Council Chamber, (tabelled Committee Room on ¢ 


covered with a flat roof supported by at the rear of the building. The 
stanchions, maximum light and air Registrar's own office being at norma 
being obtained by hospital type win- ground floor level overlooks this 
dows in the outer walls, the additional department through metal screens 
height to this room is provided by which give full supervision. 

lowering the floor three steps down to The remainder of the offices are ir 
conform with the contours of the site smaller rooms leading off a main 


Drawing by the architect of the main entrance 
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corridor connecting Staff entrance 
with main staircase hal ross-venti- 
‘ation and good natural lighting 
attains in all sections, 

The underlying motif in the treat- 
ment of the elevations has been to 
express the plan and purpose of the 
building whose scale is of q small 


municipal build ng such as a to 
hall in the provinces A national and 
traditional trend in the character has 
been allowed 


Where 


influence of the ne ght 


apparent. 


r he 
d, the 


ings has been expressed 
Internal Finishings 


The principal rooms, such as Wait- 


ing Hall and Council Room, have the 
same prevailing character The 
ceilings are of suspended aluminiun 


strips and insulating boards without 
paint or distemper, their natural 
colour being s ghtly darker in tone 
The walls are papered to prevent the 
ceilings appear ng too low ‘ 

The ceil ng to the Council Room is 
of the same construction and finish 
but arched to give extra height A 
meta! trough concealing the fluorescent 


lighting runs both lengths of the room 


at cornice level The wall paper is 
green with gold fleur-de-lis, and the 
woodwork mahogany The curtains 


are dull cerise The floor corktiles, 
The furnishing of the Council Room 
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had to seat a total of forty people 
around tables, and cost no more than 
£300 The tables are therefore of 
multiple units to avoid heavy purchase 
tax. All furniture is of standard type 
in oak, the chairs being upholstered 
in Vynide grey green in colour. 

Elsewhere the colour throughout of 
woodwork is light grey, allowing slight 
changes of colour on walls and ceilings 
to offices and corridors. The Entrance, 
Waiting Halls and staircase have 
terrazzo floors laid in alternate 
squares of grey and off-red with white 
plastic divisions 

All radiators are painted bright pale 
in colour 


Engineering Services 


Th 


1e heating and hot water services 


are fired by gas heating is Dy low 
pressure water radiators 


Lighting in al! principal rooms and 


offices is by fluorescent lamps in 
ceiling fittings, in large rooms these 
are independently controlled by ceiling 
switche The Counc Room, in 


the fiuorescent tubes, has 
a central fitting of eight tungsten 
lamps giving direct 


ignt over the 


Chairman's desk and officers’ table 


extens 


phone 


Counc 


1952 


In addition to Post office telephones 
with three exchange lines and twelve 


internal tele- 
ntercommunication system, with 


ons, there is an 


master station in the Clerk to the 


's office and fourteen exten- 
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Genera 


C 
(London) Ltd. 


gand Cork Tile Floor ng 
t g Cork Co. Ltd 
e: Regusa Asphalt Paving Co. Ltd 
i Gat Clark Hunt & Co. Ltd 
he { rking Blocks: Stelcon 


cllulin Flooring Co. 


n Flooring: Leatherflor Ltd 


t las Products Ltd. 
t Seats, Blinds and Door Mats 
alls Ltd 

tallation: Phoenix Electrical Co. 
Jon) Ltd 


k Smiths English Clocks Ltd. 


s Brick H & Co. Ltd 
B. Finch & Co. Ltd 
re and Curtair ohn Perring Ltd 
er 1 Radiators: Ideal Boilers & 
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Glass and Concrete Window: Lenscrete Ltd. 

Glass Dome Lights: Pilkington Bros. Ltd 

Glazing: Goldsmith (Glazing) Ltd 

Heating and Hot Water Supply and Gas 

Intsallation: Barrett &Wright Ltd 

Insulation (lsoflex): BX Plastics Ltd 

Internal Doors: Jayanbee Joinery Ltd. 

Internal Telephone System: Dictograph Tele- 
phones Ltd 

Ironmongery Yannedis & Co. Ltd 

Joinery: J. Long & Co. Ltd. 

Lettering: Dales (Lettering) Ltd 

Light Fittings: Courtney Pope (Electrical) 
Ltd. ; General Electric Co. Ltd. ; Trough- 
ton & Young (Lighting) Ltd. (Council 
Room). 

Paint: Thos. Parsons & Sons Ltd. 

Painting: S. Moore 

Pantile Roofing: Roberts, Adlard & Co. Ltd. 


Plastering: Pools Granolithic & Plastering 
Co. Ltd 
*Plymax Partitions: Venesta Ltd 


Precast Floors and Flat Roofs: Concrete Ltd 

Sanitary Fittings: John Bolding & Sons Ltd 

Service Lift: George Johnson Ltd 

Slate Cills: Bow Slate & Enamel Co. Ltd 

Stee! Storage Shelving: Acrow (Engineers) 
Ltd. 

Stonework: The Empire Stone Co. Ltd 


Structural Steelwork: Matthew T. Shaw & Co 
Ltd 

Suspended Ceilings: Sundeala Board Co. Ltd 

Terrazzo Flooring, Wall Linings and Stair 
Art Pavements & Decorations Ltd 

Tile Window Cills: Langley London Ltd 


Wail Papers: Cole & Son (Wallipz:pcrs) Ltd.; 
Arthur Sanderson & Sons Ltd 

Windows and Glazed Office Partitions: John 
Thompson BeaconWindows Ltd 


Hall 


Waiting 
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County Primary 


Beaumaris, Anglesey 


EVUNRTY ARCHITECT 


ARCHITECT-IN-CHARGE, !. H THOM 


CONOMY is frequently a reason for not being able to 

use local material. Thus in N. Wales and Anglesey where 
stone and slate abound they cannot be used as they should 
be used because of the cost and also because of the lack of 
craftsmen. 

Contemporary design and materials can, however, be 
successfully used. In this case careful siting and a clever 
use of contours in three levels have resulted ina building 
which sits happily in its setting. 

The site is triangular with a decided slope towards the 
south-east overlooking the Borough of Beaumaris and the 
Menai Straits across which there are superb views of the 
Snowdon mountain range. 

On two sides there is well established woodland. 

Access is by a new roadway which also serves a Cou: 
and a private housing estate. 


School, 


N. Sq. JOHNSON, 


D 


The immediate vicinity of the hoo 
children’s playing field. 


The buildings are designed for two hundred 


pupils 
The three levels referred to above ar 
follows 
The lower block contains five classro 
Hall, Dining Room and Nursery. The 


cloakrooms and the girls’ sanitary wing and tl 


has two classrooms and the boys’ sanitary 
The classroom wings at both levels have 
the Straits. 
Construction is of local brick for all walls 


walls are rough-cast this being one of the sour 


for counteracting the heavy driving rains « 


the district. Roofs are of precast slabs car 
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Dining Room 


The Foyer, looking towards Assembly Hall 


408 
| 05> 
| 
err 
| [am 


THE ARCHITECT and Building News 


The Main Entrance 
steel roof beams and covered with two layers of bituminous Quantity Surveyors : L. C. Wakeman & Partners 
with grit finish Clerk of Works : Mr. William Roberts 
windows are stee internally ali we re p tere General Contractors : Messrs. Pochin Ltd 
t k floors are used in the classroon y 
roam rooms The corridors have the tic Sub- Contractors 
tile floor Lattice Beams and Precast Units to Roof: Messrs. Hills (West Bromwich) 
The flooring of the sanitary blocks is of terrazzo while & Trussed Concrete Steel Co. Bituminous Roof Finish ; Messrs 
rk tiles have been used for the nursery day r Y nd Permanite Ltd Thermoplastic Tiles Messrs. Penmaenmawr & 
heather brown tiles for the kitchen Trinidad Lake Asphalte Co. Terrazzo Tiling : Messrs. Quilligotti 
PRIMARY SCH BEAUMAR & Co. Ltd., Manchester. Heating : Messrs. Z. D. Berry & Co. Ltd., 
me tect : N. Sq. Johns A.RIB.A.. AM Londo Electrical Work: The Merseyside & North Wales Elec- 
PERS H Tho D.F.C AR t ty Board Wood Block Messrs. Pochin (Manchester) Ltd 
2 ty Architect rk T Messrs. Neuchatel Asphalte Co. Ltd 
builders had records in the country, but he was not 
g ng estates very dismayed, because it was now begin- 
Lhe {| ntract might ning for the first ume to turn upwards 
t he agreed tirms ot Mr. A. W. Common, who described 
eeded in the industry himself as “a site man,” said that 
tre idous range of the reason why building was cost- 
1¢ work ing sO much was obvious to anyone 
H ( ther speaker who who worked on a site. Materials did 
i housing position not arrive to time. When the work 
ied n out of perspective, started one might have only two or 
d that jiscussing means of reduc- three plans to work to, and suddenly 
in t r thoughts should not be — the job would have to stop for lack of 
dir i iousing. Qut of about a necessary drawing. In many cases it 
I n the industry, he said, was left to the site supervisor to carry 
only some ; OOO were iged in new out the work of the architect, though 
housing to-day. What he would like not all architects were like that, and 
sé to tell } was how to increase perhaps something was wrong with 
certain size, with the s r units product -day inthe build- their training. Consulting engineers 
organized as sub-contractors, said that in ] wa about 80 per cent were big offenders. Only half the steel 
that was on in certain cities, of A It was one of the worst needed for a part of the job one 
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expected to get on with might arrive, 
and the men would have to be shifted 
somewhere else, interfering with con- 
unuity and leading to a claim by the 
contractor for delay. With steel there 
was something like a racket; instead of 
coming straight to the site it was lett 
on a lorry in London at an extra charge 
of £5 a night. There were delays of 
eight to twelve Weeks on steel, and one 
got it quicker if it was supplied bent 
to shape than if one did not want it 
fabricated 


Mr. Eccles said that with a large 
ind complicated system of controls 
there were bound to be the most 


hideous delays and inefficiency, because 
the builder could not go somewhere 
else; he was bound by the authoriza- 
tion of the channel and had to take 
more or less what he was given. Last 
year there had been a collapse in the 
output of rod, which should have been 
ibout 300,000 tons a year and tell to 
ibour 200,000, apparently because the 
nauionalized steel industry did not want 
to make it, and it did not matter any 
more. Urgent steps had had to be 
taken to get the raw material to the 
places where rod could be made, and 
that difficulty should now be over. 
There had been cases where the cost of 
building had gone up because the steel 
had not come at the right time or in 
the right shape, but he did not think 
that that had been a major tactor in the 
general rise of building costs. Costs 
would never come down unless the men 
on the site saw enough materials lving 
about to keep them busy for some ume 
To-day, however, the output of new 
construction was running at 7-9 per 
cent higher than a year ago, and the 
supply of materials was fairly good 


Mr. R. G. Robbie, A.R.I.B.A., on 
the subject of the training of the archi- 
tect, said that young architects knew 
nothing about the methods of produc- 
tion of standard windows and doors or 
about the shape of the cheap sections 
which should be used, and detailed 
items which might be expensive if not 
impossible to make. The time might 
be ripe to reorganize the whole of the 
building industry. There should be 
more co-operation in the very early 
stages of the job between all concerned, 
so that on large housing schemes the 
designers, technicians, contractors and 
suppliers could decide on the cheapest 
system for the circumstances 


Mr. Eccles agreed that 
something lacking 1n_ the 
organization of building in this 
country, American methods of team- 
work before the work started were a 
tremendous help. With a_ licensing 
system, as soon as the building owner 
obtained his licence he wanted the work 
started, and often the architect would 
not advise his client to spend the 
money necessary to get out detailed 
drawings before obtaining the licence 
The Minister said that he had been 
trying to work out a means of giving a 
warning signal that a_ licence was 
coming, So that more complete pre- 
planning could be done before the 


there was 
business 


LHI 


starting date. To enable our engineer- 
ing contracting industry to 
chance of tendering for 
St. Lawrence seaway in Canada it 
would be necessary to get everybody 
together, and a team was being tormed 
for that purpose. If that was success- 
tul, something might be learned from 
It. 

Another architect who spoke said it 
was wrong that architectural training 
should last five years and at the end the 
student’s main knowledge was only on 
the esthetic The complexity of 
building was now so much greater than 
it had been twenty years ago that the 
old concept of the architect was com- 
pletely out of date 

One of the biggest obstacles, he 
gested, to the architect and engineer 
getting together with the men on the 
job was the competitive tendering 
system, which assumed that the archi 
tect knew all the answers. Under such 
a system new techniques could not be 
developed economically. Perhaps the 
Minister should go to the profession 
bodies and to the business side of t 
industry and tell them that they mus 
reorganize to take advantage of 


have a 
work on the 


side 


sux 


new 
techniques 

Mr. Eccles pointed out that pro- 
fessional bodies were very jealous 
of their traditions, and it would be 
necessarv to have a few people inside 


the profession to prepare opinion for 
a change. There was something 
ing in the tie-up between the artist and 
the business man. There was team- 
work within the Ministry, and use 
might perhaps be made of their experi- 
ence there. At 
building owners 
capacity of the 
volume of work 


present the desires of 
greatly exceeded the 

industry, and the 
which could be got 


through depended on the efficiency 
with which it was done 

In the architectural profession the 
tragedy was that 60 per cent of the 


architects of the country were already 
employed by government, with dis- 
astrous effects on the profession as a 
whole, because government work was 
apt to be repetitive and uninteresting, 
and thev were not getting 
develop their own ideas 
The licensing system had to be based 
on annual ceilings, because the pl 
ner had to make his estimates 12-18 
months ahead, and all he could do was 
to say: “This ts the capacity of the 
building industry, and for next vear I 


a chance t 


will cut the cake in such-and-such a 
wav.” Local authorities had to know 
how many licences they could give. 
The industry then geared itself down 


to the plan, and one of the main rea- 
sons why the productivity of the build- 
ing industry had been low since the 
war was that it had been planned down 
to a low figure. If the lid was taken 
off the number of houses built in- 
creased, and the production of bricks 
went up to match the orders. More 
building was being done this vear, and 
that productivity was going up was 
shown by the fact that, although wages 
were up 12 per cent compared with last 
vear, the cost of building had not gone 
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up by more than half that amount 


There were three things which 
iffected the cost. One, which could 
not be controlled, was the cost of im- 
ported terials, of which tmber, 


id gone up 400 per cent since 
the war, was the most important 


that could be 


ne done was to 
economize in its use and find substi- 
tutes where possible. The other things 
were confidence on the part of men 
ind m ment, adequate capital to 
the most efficient techniques, and 
the quality { management Given 
these things, the Brit 


ish builder would 
anybody in the world 


In January last he decontrolled all 


be as efficient as 


the prices of building materials, know- 
ing that they would go down in con- 
nee, because nothing kept prices 

up more Government control 
Cement was only 100 per cent over 
pre-war, com] a wit! n average of 
215 per cent for industrial raw 
ils as a whole he cost of 
taking the pre-war 


was 


to wage increasc¢ ind now it was on 


Ihe figures for ship- 
were 207 in 1946 and 400 to- 
day, and tor heavy capital equipm 
175 in 1946 and 304 to-day. What 
sad was that earnings in the 
had 
thers, in 
increased more than i 

He saw a cl 


not gone up s¢ 
which producti 


lance now ol 


eadily towards a 


st more flexible and 
efficient building industry It would 
require the removal of most of the 


system 


to get the best out 


of the industry. So long as there was 
a risk of being unable otherwise to do 
things which were socially of great im- 


t of licensing 
he more the 


i chance to 


1 
be retained, but t 


portance a certain amour 
} 


lider Was given 
his own 
would be 


reanize 


business the more efficient it 


its agencies 
for such a 


proportion of the new 


large 
construction 


5 per cent Ihe private person, on 
whose efforts the export trade was 
based, had been driven out. It was 
desirable to work for an expansion in 
t I with no further 


he building industry 


*xpansion int ector Dut more 


attention to industrial and office build- 


ing id turned the corner of low 
producti due to confidence in the 
industry _ itself The Government 


could not do much; the people who 
put up buildings must organize them- 
ind be 


"ven good conditions in 
to do it with 
the incentive and hoped they 
would be used more and more 


He Was please d 
systems, 


Mr. Kenneth Campbell, in pro- 
posing a vote of thanks to the 
Minister, that some of the most 
brilliant of the younger architects had 
gone into public authorities because it 


said 


was there that the most lively, hopeful 
and 
done 


forward-looking work was being 


= 
| 
fig 
. 296, it t St ear, du ely 
- It was terrifying to find that at : 
present the State a 
placed the yntract 
7 


Department Store at London Road, 


Portsmouth, for Messrs. Mcllroys, Ltd. 
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Planning and Design 


The main (London Road) elevation 
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Add a touch of distinction 


ISWA 


a tches with their attr 


ictive appearang i Surrey switches have their own specially moulded switch- 
quietly efhcient, sliding bar switch action add a plates and mounting blocks in place of the old-fashioned 
of distinetion to electrical installatior wooden blocks. They are quicker to wire and fix than 
5 and |; p. switches, switch socket outlet ordinary switches and mount square and flush on the wall 
D.P. switches and cooker control units, a } irrespective of errors in setting the box. As with all Clix 
same ut! e switch style enable you to products, Surrey switches are now marketed by Ediswan, 
harm t design throughout an installatior thus providing a complete Ediswan electrical service. 
Let us send you a samy tch with our catalogue and price list. 
The low Os Su will, W@ SuvvesS!, liferest vou. 


THE EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC COMPANY LIMITED 


155 Charing Cross Road. London W.C.2,. and branches 
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EDERWENT i| 
COMBINATION GRATE \ 
and economical fire 
heat for a large oven, 
hotplate with ex- 
mension hob; hot closer. Ample 
Gomestic hot wate: } 
room warmth Ove 
Hight burning. 
BOILERS B33 and B22 
Waterway encircles fire and 


ives high output per square 
Toor of heating surface. Bright 
clean finish, minimum cleaning 
B33 has steel water jacket 
B.22 cast-iron 


MILFORD oven-over 
Fire COMBINATION GRATE | 
At last. the perfect oven-over- 
fire grate. For space heating, kt 
water heating, cookir Has q 
withstood every test. B ng 
space for five saucepans. F j 
cleaning without emoving 
ovens 


CROMFORD COOKER 


The perfect all-purpose stove 
Cooking, Water 


EACH MODEL APPROVERS 
MINISTRY OF FUEL ARS 


GLOW-WORM BOILERS LTD DERWENT FOUNDRY 


London Showrooms: 22-24 ngham Palate Roady 
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FOR MESSRS. McILROYS LTD. 
Architect: E. C. P. ALLEN, A.R.1.B.A 


Genera! Contractors : J. Croad, Ltd. 


Asphaite 
” The Neuchatel Asphalte Co. Ltd 
= Asphalte Floor Polish: 
General Asphalte Co. Led 
Electrical Installation and Fittings 
W. Franklin & Son Ltd 
Heating, Ventilation and Hot Water Services 
Gusterson Heating Co. Ltd. 
Hollow Tile Floors 
Helical Bar & Engineering Co. Ltd 
Internal Shop Fittings 
D. Drake & Son Ltd 
J. Croad Ltd 
Ironmongery 
Yannedis & Co. Ltd. 
Lifts—Passenger and Goods 
J. & E. Hall Led 
Lightning Conductors: 
J. W. Gray & Son, Ltd. 
Marquetone Floor Finishes 
“ Chittenden & Simmons Ltd 
: Meta! Windows and Rooflights 
Mellowes & Co. Ltd 
Neon "' Sign and Projecting Sign 
Nash & Hull Ltd 
Plumbing 
: J. Croad Ltd 
Roller Shutters 
Milners Safe Co. Ltd. 
: Sanitary Fittings 
- WN. Froy & Sons Ltd 
*Semastic Floor Finish: 
Semtex Ltd 
Shopwindow, Metalwork to Canopy and Name 
Letters 
D. Drake & Son Ltd 
Steelwork and Reinforced Concrete Terrazzo 
. T. C. Jones & Co. Ltd. Marchetti Ltd 
Suspended Ceilings Wall Tiling 
Plaster Decorations Ltd Hooper & Ashby Ltd 
Terra-Cotta Faience Wrought Ironwork and Staircase Balustrade View down 
Shaws Glazed Brick Co. Ltd Kaleyards Ltd central staircase 


Passenger 
lift entrances 
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enage New Town. Bitumen-bonded breglass s been applied in the roof space for therma at 
M.Arch., F.R.1.B.A., AM.T.P.1. Architect in Charg 0. C.F. Carey, A.R.1.B.A. Assistant Architect : P. Halliwe 


FIBREGLASS 


TRADE MARK 


is specified for Thermal and Sound Insulation by 


more and more local and new town authorities 
Stevenage adds yet another name to the housing schemes for which FIBREGLASS has been specified. 


The list includes: Architects : Lindsey Drake, A.R.I.B.A., Denys Lasdun, F.R.1.B.A. 
Hallfield Housing Estate. General Contractors : Walter Lawrence & Son Ltd. 


Adeyfields Area, Hemel Hempstead Development Corporation. 
Hemel Hempstead New Town. Chief Architect : H. Kellett Ablett, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I. 


Sevenoaks Rural District Council. Engineer & Surveyor : N. W. Cole, M.I.Mun.E., F.R.1.C.S., A.M.T.P.1. 


Crawley Development Corporation. Chief Architect : A. G. Sheppard Fidler, M.A., B.Arch., F.R.1.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I 


Farley Hill Estate, Luton. Engineer & Surveyor: F. Oliver, A.M.I.C.E., A.M.I.Struct.€ 
Welwyn Rural District Council. Engineer & Surveyor : C. B. Borthwick, M.I.Mun.E., M.R.San.1. 


Field Road Housing Estate, Borough Architect and Planning Officer : Thomas E. North, 
County Borough of West Ham. F.R.1.B.A., Dist.T.P. 


Chippingfield Harlow New Town Architect-Planner : Fredk. Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.1. 
Development Corporation. Executive Architect : V. Hamnett, B.Sc., A.R.I.B.A., A.R.I.C.S. 


For structural, heat and cold insulation. Sound deadening. Acoustic correction. Porous membranes for 
pipe wrapping, flooring, roofing. Battery retainers and air filters. In textile form for electrical insulation. 


FIBREGLASS LTD., RAVENHEAD, ST. HELENS, LANCS. (ST. HELENS 4224) 


LONDON OFFICE: 63/65 Pic ly, W.1 (Regent 2/15) . GLASGOW OFFICE: /36 Renfield Street (Douglas 2687 
MANCHESTER OFFICE : ccad Blackfriars 8863) - BIRMINGHAM OFFICE : Piccadilly Arcade, 105 New Str Midland 0464) 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE OFFICE 6 Dean Street (Ne e 20938) + DUBLIN OFFICE: 2! Merrion Square No Dublin 66024) 
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: Stony Hall East Housing Site 1 Chief 
Architect : Clifford Holliday ARABA 


It took 
159 years 


Layer atter plastic layer ts sprayed on to 
the interior of this metal component of a 
large processing plant. which, after successive 
bakings. will become impervious to nearly all 


chemicals. The man with the spray gun works 
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carefully, thoroughly, with a sense of respon- 
sibility that has been common to the people of 
Newton Chambers for generations. At Newton 
Chambers every present-day development is in- 


spired hy 159 vears of service lo the COMMULTY. 


Newton Chambers 


& COMPANY LIMITED, 


THORNCLIFFE, SHEFFIELD 


HEAVY CONSTRUCTIONAL ENGINEERING, EXCAVATORS, INDUSTRIAL AND DOMESTIC HEATING APPLIANCES 


FUEL ECONOMISERS, IZAL AND OTHER CHEMICAL PRODUCTS 
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and Building News, 


Flues 


| SEEM to hear of many complaints 

from the building of flues 
and chimneys and it would seem that 
troubles could be 
more care had been 
and construction 


arising 
many these 
avoided if a little 
it the design 

here are three factors of major im 
ance which I feel should be 

iin regard to flue and chimney 
These are the desir 

ising proper flue liners or 
provision of proper damp 

at or near roof level and 
sion of an 
of the stack 


ITSeS 
adequate height of 
above surrounding 


I propose to relate all my remarks in 
ic to flues used in 
ymestic types of solid-fuel apphi- 

needed for gas appli- 

need quite separate treatment 

‘irst let me draw attention to the Code 

of Practice CP.131.101 for flues which 

should be regarded as a summary of 

authoritative guidance on this subject 

as it brings together both 

and experience gained from 
sources, 

I have noticed in recent years a tend- 
ency, presumably to reduce cost, to 
build shorter stacks above the roof. I 

ure this is most unwise on two 

nts, first, as the flue is likely to 

less well owing to the influence 

wind meeting the roof and, 

as the risk of fire is increased 

I have heard comments to the effect 

t the Code referred to above calls 

unnecessarily high stacks but from 

rsonal experience and observation I 

not think the recommendations are 
excessive or onerous. The Code 

tor the tops of terminals to be 
above the junction of the stack 
roof and at least 7ft 6in from 
measured horizontally unless 

roof covering is of a combustible 
rial, e.g., thatch or wood shingles, 

V 1 greater heights and distances are 

essential on account of the hazard from 

sparks, etc., falling from the chimney 

the roof covering 

hould always be remembered that 

iS an area of pressure on the wind 

i building and this same area of 

ire extends above the eaves if the 

Steep so that a short stack on 

vindward side must be of such a 

it is certain that the top of 

himney pot is above this pressure 

On low-pitched roofs and those 

: excluding the influence 

other adjacent buildings, 

irea Of suction near 

terminal heights need 

bove these roofs or 
surrounding parapets 

who do not seem to 

pots or similar ter- 

I personally think 
not Ise pots as 
possible prevent 
rain from falling down the 
the veloc 
reductior 


association 


is those 


research 


nowledge¢ 


secondly, 


are those 
chimney 


increase 


slight 
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and Chimneys 


nouced in 
chimney that 
i circular and 
liners as well as types 
square-pargeted 
it wise for the 
be at least 3in 
level of the sur- 
Phere is every- 
tavour of a really 
weathered 
I stacks to throw 
V r clear of the stack as 
possibl li © put a damp course 
under ing as flaunchings have 
a hab cracking. Bricks and tiles 
bedded fl 1e tops of stacks do not 
afford protection to brickwork 
below and a d.p.c. 1s then essenual 
While I know that to-day most stacks 
of brickwork round 
still believe there is advant- 
* in increasing the outer covering 
to is I believe the greater thick- 
ness of insulation round the flues helps 
them to draw better An important 
factor Opinion is to make sure 
that th ts of the brickwork are 
really with mortar, pointed on 
the outside as the work proceeds and 
smooth rendered on the inside when 
liners are not The practice of 
dung and mortar for par- 
to have died, except in 
certainly seemed 
advantage over the nor- 
tars now used, but in 
my experience neither type stands up 
to flues t domestic boilers or con- 
tinuous burning fires, so I am now 
t 


completel I ted to the use of 


Will De 
pots 


a to fit 


good 


used 
using cow 
geting seem 
some rural areas—it 
to 


have some 
mal gauged m 


in all stacks as you 
lat type of appliance may 
in fact, a pity one 
know what appliance 
for some I think there 
advantage if the flue areas 
reduced from the normal 
nominal 9in = 9in. I believe, also, it 
if B.S.1181 could be 
smaller sizes of 
for use in con- 
where other sizes 
or use in brickwork 


andled 


proper 


would be helpful 


nclude 


quite an increase in 
st concrete flue blocks 
chimney stack does 
outside of the build- 
it projects through 
these are used care 
to see that the units 
ind consequently too 
Even 
its are used I believe 
flue liners 


Ming on site 


ild be helpful if clay 
rebated joints 
on the better 
blocks but as 

in manu- 
joint would 
seen drain 
possibly on 
they seem 


to present some difficulties in changes 
of direction which are more easily 
handled with normal flue-liner fittings 

The two normal methods of provid- 
ing damp courses where stacks pass 
through a pitched roof are given in 
CP.131.101. Neither is an ideal pro- 
tection as an exposed inner surface is 
always present he higher position, 
i.e., Where the roof meets the stack on 
the higher is often better unless 
the exposed inner area of the lower 
position can be placed in the roof 
space. I have found from experience 
that it is useless to use two courses of 
slates as a d.p.c. in this position. I do 
not think felt, even asbestos-based 
types, should be used as the heat ts 
too liable to soften the bitumen. Thus 
in my opinion metal is essential. 

One last point is the very great im- 
portance of avoiding sharp bends in 
flues and not to let the slope be less 
than 60° with the horizontal as these 
have often caused very troublesome 
reductions of flue draught 
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OCTOBER 


CROYDON, October 1 at 7.30 p.m 
ESSENTIALS OF GOOD CONCRETING 
E. E. H. Bate, Chief Works Engineer 


Polytechnic, Selhurst 


BISHOP'S STORTFORD, October 13, at 
pm 
TECHNIQUES AND DEVICES FOR IM 
PROVING BRICKLAYING OUTPUT 
hompson, Buil Research 
Reindeer Hotel, Bishop's Stortford 


STRANRAER, October 14, at 7.15 p.m 

rHE BUILDING (SAFETY, HEALTH AND 
WELF ARI REGULATIONS, 1948 
A. Gow, H.M 


Temperance Institute 


Inspector of Factories 
Bridge Street, Stranraer 


CHELTENHAM, October 15, at 7.30 p.m 

SURFACE FINISHES OF CONCRETI 
Speaker J. G. Wilson, Cement and Concrete 
Association, at the Gas Office North Street 


Cheltenham 


COVENTRY t at 7.30 p.m 
BUILDING ON SHRINKABLE CLAY 

Speaker, A. D. M. Per 1, Build 

Station, at the 
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EAST HAM, Oct 
OPPORTUNITIES and 
BUILDING APPRENTICES 
Cox, Secretar Bui 
Training Cour t th 

lege 


East 


ber 16, at 
I 


S pm 
*-ROSPECTS FOR 


WORKINGTON, October 16, at 
HOUSING—WHAT NEXT 
Grent Bair at th Techni 


SCUNTHORPI 
CONCRI 


16, at 7.15 pom 
AND FORMWORK 
{ Ge impey & 


Technic 


KILMARNOCK tober 1 at 15 p.m 
PRESTRESSED Speaker 
Structural i Ministry of 


DARLINGTON, October 2 
OPPORTUNITIES AND 
BUILDING APPRENTICES 
Secretar Buildir 
( at 


Dar 


1 


at pm 
PROSPECTS FOR 


Speaker 
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’ 
English Parish 
HIS is a quite exceptional book of 
photographs by Mr Edwin 
Smith, beautifully printed in gravure, 
with scholarly text by Mr. Graham 
Hutton.* 

Gone are the days of 1928 when 
petrol was one and three-ha’pence a 
gallon, and you could put up and eat 
well for a modest sum. ‘To journey to 
and fro visiting the hundreds of parish 
churches scattered over the countryside 
is to-day an expensive and difficult 
thing to carry out, and both author and 
photographer are to be most warmly 
congratulated 

The photographs are very varied and 
give character to each subject so that 
there is no contusion for the eve but 
only appreciation of photograph and 
architecture fused into one. Several ot 
the interior shots are as subtle as a fine 
painting, so happily is the play of light 
and shade caught and reproduced 

It is inevitable in making a selection 
that many fine examples must be left 
out, and, I suppose, evervone will look 
for a favourite church without finding 
it here, but I was delighted to find 
several that I hoped for but hardly 
expected, for instance, Arlington and 
Blythburgh 

The book is a worthy record of the 
richness, individuality and invention of 
English parish churches which can so 
often bring pleasure when one come 
across One in unfamiliar countryside 


* Ey h Par ( 


Smith. Thames and Hudson. 4 


} 


Haddiscoe, Norfolk. 


Churches 


I was curious to know how iuthor 
and photographer produced their book, 
and the following is based on notes thes 
kindly sent to me 

Mr. Hutton said the itinerary was 
planned over the six post-war years by 
taking six regions—S.E. England, E 


Angha, N.E., N.W., Wessex and 
* Mercia ” Middle ind Welsh 
Marches. He made these six regions 


include a good distribution of churches 
of all ages and styles 
churches, added those 
Edwin Smith, then 
region by region which were the best 
to go -for in each “age-and-style” 
group. A balance had to be struck be- 
tween urban and rural and between 
each age-and-style group 

Then from 1949-1951, the author and 


He selected 300 
selected by 


disc ussed 


photographer went round region by 
region, and in many cases (Wessex, 
“Mercia” and E Anglia many 
times for a week at a ume and some- 
times a fortnight or week-ends Phe 


final selection was reduced to 226 pic- 
tures of 159 churches. The photo- 
grapher’s logbook records 900 ex- 
posures beginning August, 1950, but 
mainly in summer and autumn of 1951 

The prints were first 
periods, and at first were heavily over- 
weighted in Saxon and Norman and in 
Perpendicular. The prints were 
divided into regions in 
categories about 500 prints were 
mitted to the publisher. The 


divided int 


Photograph by Edwin Smith from ‘English Parish Churches 


selection, whils 


balance between the 


largely on 


print Mr 
tashioned halt-plate camera f 
the work, which 


and heavy, 
ment of lens-panel and back 
ilso carried 
small detail photos of tonts, ton 
details 


other 
exposure 


going on, he would take pict 
the small camera 
Dull davs, 


interiors, 
trast 


from east 
areas ol 
more 


Stealing 


equ alize 


lated on 
which I 


between 
and the lowest 
ing through 


than 


rhe publis 


: 
= 
. . ? 
re vions, Way based 
aspect of the 
dersome 
But he 
Nake 
ind 
of 
tre 
ute was 
right davs th nm 
the highest light value 
between the light n 
klerestory window and 
r west windows and the 
: of and vault in shadow, ar 
any plate or ft il 
manage An overcast dav tends t 
: bring them nearer the range that tl 
emulsion can deal with wit f 
ging | 
On one occasion as they strug {uy 
church path with the heavy I 
bag they were thought t id 
thieves (Ds a combinatior id 
MEM with photography ld i} 
: the economic aspect 
res occupations ! 
hers are to be tt 
the production of t Ook 
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RESISTING GLASS 
STAINLESS STEEL FLA LEVEL 
\ STEC COPING TO TOP OF PARAPET | | 
:| 
| 
a = 
Ie 
| 
1GR FLR LEVEL 


ent to THI 


ARCHITECT and Bi 


WALL DETAILS, LEVER HOUSE, 


ARCHITECTS :: 


SKIDMORE, OWINGS 


ulding News, 


PARK AVENUE, 


MERRILL 


NEW 


YORK 


yr 
A 
| | \ 
| | ad 
je | | | | 
Ra, 
| 
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THE VERSATILE 


TROJAN 


(FIRST CLASS WORKER) 


MOBILE PLATFORM HOIST 
Pat. No. 26594 


Prov. 


this machine's superiority on 
your own building site under the 


Prove 


Warry Free Trial Scheme 


A really first class machine at the most 
competitive price, incorporating the 


most up-to-date refinements 


10 cwt. or 12 cwt. platform load. 
mobile and extensible to 80ft. Stands 
entirely unsupported to 30ft , 


Fully 


Illustrated Brochure and full 
specification sent on request 


N.B.—Good Delivery on Home Market 
Machines 


Special Export Models also available 


PERFECT STABILITY UNSUPPORTED 


WARRY PATENT BUILDING EQUIPMENT Co, Lro. 


DEPT. A., FAGGS ROAD, FELTHAM, MIDDLESEX 
FELTHAM 4057/8 


Telephone 


31 
| 
= 
f 4 
¥ 
| 
| 
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Established in 1873 


THE TRIPLE SERVICE FOR 
ARCHITECTS & BUILDERS 


Telephone : RENown 1321 


NEUCHATEL 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE CO. LTD. 
58, Victoria Street, London, S.W.|I 


BRANCHES : 


Glasgow Edinburgh Newcastle Manchester Frome 
Birmingham Cardiff Plymouth Portsmouth Belfast 


Easily installed—Quiet operation 


Consumption only 25 watts 


Xpelair carries a 


National Physical Laboratory 
Certificate 
confirming its performance 


PELAIR 


WINDOW FAN 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO LTD... MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY LONDON Ww 


\ 
\ 


| ASPHALTE | 
NACOFELT | 
= TL “ ous OFIN 4 
ACCOTILE | 
DECORAT! FLO! a 
Kes fice NOW 
a cag cot 
‘ £6.C. 
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> Could not the Ministry use its uons—built up on the ground can 
Building Plant 
4 c powers of persuasion with local clearly, if properly used, speed build- 


authorities to organize exhibitions of ing. 


. 4 ° ° the various mechanical building aids on Finally, for there & not space to men- 
Exhibition at 


actual building sites, with real live — tion all the exhibits, reference should 
workmen, tea breaks and all. This be made to the rubber mixer hopper 
C ar d i f { would enable visitors to assess more shown by Red Circle, Ltd. The pro- 
accurately just what can and cannot be _ totype has been in use for 2) years and 


done with various machines For was shown on the stand sull fit for 
rw) ; more harm than good can be done to use. These hoppers are now on the 

IR DAVID MAXWE 
R AVID MAXWELL FYFE, Ey la l iuse Of mechaniza- market and prevent materials sticking 

Home Secretary and Minister for 
Welsh Affair sened what has been tion by claims of perfection which can- to the hopper and ensure fast, clean 
t intiated discharge without the temptation for 
*s of mechanized the operator to “bash the tin.” 

ealized if 
Sir David said that them. As an 
1 pounds worth of build sa Orcas Weak to quote the 
iad been completed in Wales — oo Mri zuns which are 


first 
modern 


the best 


Included in this figure these shown 
large factories in Anglesey, ‘St! ma re undoubted But 

Flintshire and Denbighshire i he manulacturers would be the first to 


Minister then explained the connection at the are not 
between s work and the plant exhi- iniversally usable with all materials 


bition which was designed to show how wines ; the time taken in 


yrh 
mechanization could speed up building 1 work might well off- 
rhis connection was, perhaps, a little 
difficult for t visitor to appreciate Acasa o be encouraged. For 
but Sir David made one telling remark, SUES rs now a lightweight dozer has 
namely, “ while machines can do a great en smiled upon by the Ministry but 
deal they do not replace the skill and _ that the shortcomings 
knowledge of the man on the job.” f thi tle machine have been realized 
No machine has yet been perfected 2d we now find a new model, in pro- 
which can cut, lay and bond bricks, and type, Which bids tair to do what the 
it may be argued that some exhibitors Other one would not, namely, stand up 
hh md 
lay too much stress on the fact that u a Mecult site condition 
machines do not require skilled labour Shown by Morris Prosser, Ltd., of 
to operate them Newport, this L.1 dumper dozer has a 
Any process in building requires i-10ac kip -yard capacity 
some skill and surely one of the greatest hich ick up from ground level. 
incentives to fast and good work is to he skip is low enough to receive con- 
foster in the workman the idea that he = crete rom a mixer and it will 
‘= skilled \ ip and lift and carry loads of 
Appreciation of this aspect of build- 
ing was demonstrated at the exhibition tis claimed that the dozer blade will 


by the competition for apprentices handle loads of one ton and the blade 


from Welsh Technical Colleges whose an | gled through 33 degrees 

case was to build a section Amongst the hoists shown was the 
splay angle and chim- i awced hoist, recently illus- 
After judging of the brick- A in the A.& B.N. The designer 
the apprentice plasterers finish of this very mobile hoist is constantly 
the job iding improvements The accom- 
his competition provides competi- inying photograph shows the hoist in 
tive interest for the apprentices and in- t London Airport with extensions. 
terest for he onlooker who can he latest model requires fewer ties to 
compare the work of contestants the tlolding and is fitted with light- 
With this in mind one wonders igh b hoisting extensions into 

whether it would not be a good thing ion in a matter of 15 seconds 
though probably not popular with A re nt to this hoist is the 
exhibitors) if the organizers went even fety enclosure conforms with 
further than they do at present to h nen Factory Acts 
group similar exhibits together, so that gned t iuse Minimum interfer- 
the prospective buyer can compare the > Wi iffolding, the enclosure is 
merits of different models side by side f light tubular construction with self- 
There was not much new at Cardiff ing This hoist has its own 


‘and one could not help feeling that heels for transport 


most progressive builders—those who Another | 1oist shown was the 
have the interest and the cash emel “ Cub,” for housing work. This 
mechanize—will already know abou 101st can be lorry-loaded complete by 
most of the exhibits hree men and costs £145 ex works. 
On the other hand, it may be pre- f iebherr Cr was amongst the 


sumed that the same firms would not bits r wo of any size there 


go on exhibiting at these exhibitions an be litt oubt of the value of these 
up and down the country unless it paid mono-tower ies with their great 
a dividend. But, after seeing many of range of height and reach from a 
these shows, one wishes that, occasion central base position. Their capacity 
ally, a more realistic background could l into position building units 


be provided m4 complete um stack sec- 


| 
| 
we 
q || | 
i 


SERVICES 
LIGHTING 


Bi 53 


This and illustrations Bi 54-56 show 
first designs in a new range of fittings 
for use with fluorescert gherr 
The fluorescent lamp itself is ir each 
case l6in diameter circle The 


basis of each fitting is a cream « red 
metal spinning which houses the ¢ 
gear and at the same p 


opa a 
disc and a pleated fuse 
added to for T 
overall diameter of t 2 
with a depth of 5 
SERVICES 
LIGHTING 
BI 54 
The same model as BI 53 aoove hown he 


as a ceiling pendant it is understo t " 
similar range of fittings incorporatir 
bellast circuit will shortly be avail 
circuit will provide instant starting and 
the necessity for a choke Special arr 
have been made to allow satisfactory 
without the need for earthing 


SERVICES 
LIGHTING 


BI55 


The simplest form of the new circular 
fluorescent fitting is shown here he 
new range s designed for posit 
where a decorative 
light output is requir 


restaurants, theatres shops 
certain commercial and 
course in domestic bu 

Ir the combined a 
fluorescent version of th 
tungsten lamp will be 3b a 


white plastic shade 
The depth of this fitting is 4in 


SERVICES 
LIGHTING 


BI 56 


This floor standard fitting is in West Africar 
agba wood finished to a natural walnut colour 
with brass relief at the top and base of the standard 
The shade is of pleated paper above the fluorescent 
circle which is screened from below by an obscured 
giass disc 

The lamp for all these fictings is rated at 40 
watts. The contro! gear is similar to that use 
Straight lamps 
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| 
“we MOSAICS 


The names and addresses of manu- 
facturers of any item illustrated in 
MOSAICS, together with more 
detailed information relating to 
their products—including price 
and availability—will be forwarded 
to readers on request. 
Letters sfiould quote the serial 
number and be addressed to: 
The Editor, 
The Architect and Building News, 
Dorset House, 
Stamford Street, S.E.1. 


Please mark the envelope MOSAICS. 


INDUSTRIAL NOTES 


Enfield Cables have appointed Mr, S. J 
Haywood, Liaison Engineer responsible 
to Mr H D Parsons, he Associate 


or for Mr. Haywood’s 
arter Eldon Square, 
istle-on-Tyne, telephone Newcastle 


Internal Construction Com 

Cooling Road, Frindsbury 

t Kent who, since 1948, have 

lised in the erection of “ Holoplast’ 
e walls and partitions, have now 
i Limited Company and 
conduct their business 

w name of Internal Con 


4 
ted Pheir iddress is 


1 t e Lond n Reg on. The Reg on 
Ss from Watford and I n the 


roydon, Bromley 


to 


and Dartford 


= 
‘ a, = 
4 
= 
Wolt Electric Tools Ltd. have recently 
ntroduced profit-sharing bonus 
Manual worker nd clerical staff can 
ik becom chi ie tO participate in the 
: Dbonus which takes Me form of a diy 
4 E dend and individual shares are varied } 
5 = with normal tme-work earnings and years : 
: j of service with the company 
head 
3 
pany 
= mov 
beer 
- | = 
| 
CaN. a = Negotiations over the last five vears 
have resulted in the acceptance and ap 
proval in the United States of a pressure- 
+ operated fire extinguisher manufactured 
ged i by Nu-Swift Ltd. This is the first foreign 
made fir *x<tin her ppr ed for 
nade r extingt ner ever pproved for 
ise in the uted States 
at. cS he approval of this extinguisher on be 
Fire Insurance Companies o ) 
ire Insurance | mpanie pens up a 
ger ‘ = considerable dollar export field for Nu 
3 Th L.M.B.A.’s\ annual booklet on 
z Building Course it the Technical Col 
~~ = leges and Schools throughout the London 
= Region is now available It contains 
4 = details of ull the building ourses 
available in London for the session 
| = 1952-3, together with the  addresse 
3 of the County Education Officers and the 
various Colleges and Schools, with the 
Bas = names of the Principals and the Heads 
ng the position of the schools, enables 
= the reader to see exactly which ts Likely 
Pi = Re * 2 to be n tabl } 
; = to be most suitable for his purpose 
it = Ihe L.M.B.A. booklet is the only one 
= published which g a complete list of 
= 
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Notes below give basic data of address it is the same as the locality 
contracts open under locality and ( O N | R A | given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
authority which are in bold type fast date for application, (e) last date 
References indicate: (a) type of T and time for submission of tenders. Full H 
i work, (b) address for application e N E W S 2 details of contracts marked y& are 
Where no town s stated in the given in the advertisement section. 


OPEN 


BUILDING BOSTWICK 
MULLEN Lev sau METALWORK 


LIMITED “en : OUTSTANDING EXCELLENCE 


+ 
7. 


BISHOP'S STORTFORD a) 6 | BOSTWICK & Co. Ltd. 
fi bove, Havers Lane SHU 
41 EAGLE STREET, HOLBORN, Raines Encineer and Surveyor. oof che 

LONDON, W.C.1. ] H \ ( HYTHE ROAD. WILLESDEN, N.W.10 
ONDON CROYDON BRAINTREE AND BOCKING U.C. Telephone; LADbroke 3661 

i CHAncery 7422/3/4 ADDiscom + | 1) Caf us park, Victoria Street 


Braint Cook, “Town Hall, | DAMP WALLS cay 
WITH ONLY 
FIRE! BRISTOL CC. (s) Black of 3 shone with | GRE COAT OF 


of 
») City Archi- 


| s bour! ad, Henbury 
tect, Cou louse, College Green, 1 
WHERE’S YOUR ©) 2ens chea :yable to Corporation 
; d) Oct. 4 


N U i Pete 
- $ W ? : WATERPROOFING LIQUID 
BRISTOL C.C. (a) 4/5-storey block of 
i The World's Fastest Fire Extinguishers flats at Redcliff b) City Architect, Absolutely Colourless, ex dé ll 
—for every Fire Risk Council House, College Green, 1; with its j oon t 
side or In ore 
j \ Pressure-operated by sealed CO) Charges list of similar works catried out, name of Yords ws in all sizes from 
NU-SWIFT LTD ~ ELLAND - YORKS tect, location, date of compleuon and Quart tins to 10 Send for price ond 
S} A. f he final cost d) Oct. 11 nome of nearest 
In Every Ship of t Royal Novy WINTERBURN LTD. 


CARLTON U.C 66 houses off Fox (incorporating Lithex Products) 
HOLBORN STREET, LEEDS, 6. Tel.: 25692 


Council House, Burton Road, Carlton, nr 
Nottingham c) 2gns e) Oct. 11 


bert ind He or 75, ¢ astle Street, Farn- AIR ( ONDITIONING 
1am, Surrey £2 1 
‘Pneumatic Tools 


GOSPORT B.C a) Block of 4 lock-up 


for shops with ma above and block 


of and block of 3 
Sale or Hire lock-up shops, maisonettes and garages of Oldham 


and 


By 


with sewers and approx. 1,200 sup. yds 
THOS W. WARD LTD. Boro drai “Fon Hall H. CHEETHAM & CO., LTD. 
ALBION WORKS SHEFFIELD Manchester Street, Oldham 
Phone : 26341 (221 nes) "Grams: “ Forward." Phone : MAIN HYGROLIT’ Oldham 
7rounk nslov ‘illage b) Borough 
ngineer, Municipal Offices c) 2gns 
houses at St. Ann’s Chapel, 
ea, and (2) 5 pairs of hou ses at East 
BRAND He ise, Kingsbridge c) 2gns. e tach | site; 
cheque payable to Council d) Oct. 6. BRICKS 
CEMENT WATERPROOFING POWDER LINCOLN C.C. (a) Conversion of 
laundry at the Child Welfare Clinic into (S.P.W. BRAND) 
office accommodation b) City Architect, 
Stamp End 2gns e) Oct. 10 
USED IN PORTLANO CEMENT , . ; As supplied to the WAR OFFICE, H.M. 
CONCRETE AND RENDERINGS LIVERPOOL C.C. Defence MINISTRY of — AIR MINISTRY, 
entre at (1) Abbort 2) Wool- tc. 
TO EXCLUDE OR RETAIN WATER Cir 
Dal Sample and Brochure 
2 2g to City Treasurer. (e O t. 
WRITE FOR DIRECTIONS 600K 14 
To:- Cc 
LLANTRISANT AND LLANTWIT M M CARTHY 
KERNER-GREENWOOD & CO., LTD. FARDRE RC. (a) 12 houses at Cam 4 
KING'S LYNN t 4 Gilfa ind 4 houses 
at Ta St noma town b 
Sole Proprietors and Manufacturer Engineer and Surveyor, Council Offices, |  BULWELL - NOTTINGHAM 
Pontvclu Glan 2gns e): Oct. 1] 


= | 


34 


*LONDON—CAMBERWELL B.C. (a) 
3-storey block of 8 dwellings, Site No. 63, 
Ondine Road b) Town Clerk, Town 
Hall, Peckham Road, S.E.5 c) 2gns 
(e) Nov. 4. See page 42 
LONDON—WIMBLEDON B.C. a) 6 
pairs of houses, Lake Road, S.W.19. (b 
Borough Engineer, Town Hall, S.W.19. 


c) 2gns. (d) Oct. 8 
MAIDSTONE R.C. (a) 1) 20 houses at 
Marden, (2) 28 houses at Coxheath and 


3) 24 houses at Yalding b) Engineer 
and Surveyor, 26, Tonbridge Road c 


2gns each site 


MARKET DRAYTON U <. a) 30 
houses at Market Drayton b) Mr 
Walter B. Bond, Colmore Chambers, 3, 
Newhall Street, Birmingham, 3. (c) 3gns 
e) Oct. 20 


MERTHYR TYDFIL B.C. a) Altera- 
tions and extensions to Market Tavern 
b) Borough Engineer, Town Hall ¢ 
Zens Oct. 25 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE C.C. ia 
Conversion into an aged persons’ home 
of the Eskbank and Saville Nursing 
Home b) City) Architect, 18, Cloth 
Market, 1 e) Oct. 27 


N. IRELAND — INCORPORATED 


CRIPPLES’ INSTITUTES AND 
HOLIDAY HOMES. a) Addinonal 


classroom and cloakroom accommodation 
at the Stewart Memorial Special School, 
Downshire Road, Bangor, Co. Down 
b) Mr. S. A. Devon, 41, Dor 1g gall Place, 
Belfast c) 2gns ©) Oct. 2 


N. IRELAND—NORTHERN IRE- 
LAND HOSPITALS AUTHORITY. 
1) (1) Bungalow and (2) reconstruction 
to form recreation room, etc., at Hope- 
field Hospital, Portrush b) Messrs. W. 
and M. Given, 1, Waterside, Coleraine 


c) 2gns each contract e) Oct. 16 

NORWICH C.C. a) 66 flats, Long Row 
Whalebone Square Clearance Area b 


Ciry Architect, City Hall ‘Ei e 
Oct. 33 
OLDHAM B.C. (a) 11 additional class- 


rooms and sanitary accommodation at 


Limehurst Primary School b) Schools 
Architect, Education Offices c) 2gns 
¢) Oct. 


ST. ALBANS R.C. a) 66 dwellings, 
Park Street Lane Estate, Park Street, nr 
St. Albans b) Council’s Architect, 43, 
Upper Lattimore Road c) 2gns e 
Oct. 18 

ST. HELENS B.C. a) Contract No 
2012. 4 police houses. (b) Borough En- 
gineer, Town Hall. (c) 2gns. (e) Oct. 13 


SCOTLAND—EDINBURGH CC. a 


Restoration of Leith Library senarate 


trades b) City Architect, City Cham 
bers, 1 e) Oct. 16 


TIPTON B.C. 1) 64 flats, 
West Estate b) Housing 


Park Lane 
Architect, 


Munic Buildings 3gns e 
Oct, 

WAKEFIELD C.C. 1) Infan 

Kettlethorne b) Citv” Ens 
Office, Room 33, Town Hall. ‘e¢ 
WOODBRIDGE U.C. 1) Block of 6 
lock-up garages, et Portland Crescent 
site. (b) A. W. J Mc illins, 78, rhoro'fare, 
Woodbridge c) 2gns e) Oct. 1] 


THE ARCHITEC]! 


PLIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 


J.W.GRAY & SON LTD. 
13, CASTLE ST., SALISBURY 
Telephone : SALISBURY 2750 


HURCH 


| ROOFING 
HALL& C8 


CROYDON 
LONDON THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN ENCLAND+BRISTOL 


Speciatists FACING BRICKS | ING FACING BRICKS | 


CILL-OAK 


FRESHLY CUT TO YOUR SPECIF 

FOR QUOTATIONS ON A_ DELIVEREC 
BASIS 

APPLY TO BOX No. 2592 


Specifications Quantities — Lessons for 


A Plan Reprodu 
IF TIME 1s MONEY — ~SAVE 80TH 
Estimate 
LLOYD & ORR LTD. 
313 HOOK RISE, SURBITON. ELMbr 17-2664 


e 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD | 
FELT ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS 


LR EASt 1441 


NEW FLOORS for OLD 


Wood Floors Planed, Sanded, 
Repaired and Treated 
FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd 


36 LAURISTON RD., E.9. Phone: AMH 1080 
Sandpapering machines for hire 


ASPHALT 


WORK 


TO ALL BSS 


COVERITE 
(ASPHALTERS) LTD 
PALACE GATES STN.N22 Bowes Port 


London's Finest newasecondhand Value 
ARCHITECTS PLAN CHESTS 


Weed 


Filing Cabinets 

Safes Chairs ett 

-MARGOLIS™ 
378 78-380 EUSTON ROAD LONDON NWI home 


MINTON HOLLINS LTD. Patent Tileworks, Stoke-on-Trent 
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YEOVIL B.C a a ses at 


St Georg Avenue, Mil Iford Es b 
Messr Petter Warre and 
Cooper The Old Oxford Inn, West 
Hendford, Yeovil 2gns. (e) Oct. 22 


PLACED 


Notes on contracts placed state locality and 
authority in bold type with (/) type of work, 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor and address, 
(4) amount of tender or estimate. + denotes 
that work may not start pending final 
acceptance, or obtaining of licence, or 
modification of tenders, etc. 


BUILDING 
FLINTSHIRE Exec 
R 


iGw dary I 
3 WN. Coles ( tractor Led. S 
1 Road, Plymou 4) £133,943 
BRADFORD CORPORATION 
1ouses. (2) Buttershaw Estat 3) D 


4) £3 334 


TWICKENHAM B.C 7 


MANE HESTER CORPORATION l 


95 dwelling 2) Bowlee I e, Middle 
3) D 
WINCHESTER CITY COUNCIL | 
100 hou 2) Weeke Manor Estat 3 
CPA Southampt Lrd., West 


Southampt £14 


LONDON cot IN’ ry Col NCIL 


§,000 | I m Roy i 
Langle ites, Sloug 3) W. and 
French, Lrd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex, a 
Holland & Hanne 1 Cubitts, Ltd., 1 


Queen rate 
About £8,000,000 


and Co., Ltd 4) £287,008 1) 
flat 2) Penlar 3) R. H. Run 
trading Gordon D ¢ Nor in 
Sv 4 113.787 
DUNDEE HARBOUR TRUST 
Harbour work reinforced 

York H ( 
Co., Ltd. K Roa I 4 
£390,001 


BASILDON, ESSEX. (1) Larg 


Thos. Bates and Son, Ltd., Harold Wo 
Essex 4) Abour £600.000 


GLASGOW Cc ORPORA’ r 
Houses 


Crar I kK 
Mackenzie and Part ers, Ltd 304 
Cathedral Street, Glasgow 4) £301,242 
£240,048 1 £146,689. (1) 114 

Ga 4 3) James Laidlaw 
Son, Ltd., Rutherglen 4) £1935] 

I ERPOOL CORPORATION l 
1,570 hou 2) Kirkby 3) I Co 
Co., Ltd Speke Bo 

I 


4) £2,.187,624 1) 238 USE 
wzackerley. (3) Netherton Building 
ind Construction Co Lrd Birkenhead 
4) £365,133 


WESTMINSTER CITY cou NCIE ] 
Warwick Wav G3 
109, Station Road, Sidcup, Kent 4 
£124,000 

BURY ST. EDMUNDS B.C. 1!) 42 flat 
15 house 3) Direct abour i 


4) £86,274 


| | | 
SERVICE 
: LONDON E14 SWANSEA CORPORATION 1) Firs 
factory 
| 
| 
ASP 
| 
| TILES 
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- BISHOP’S STORTFORD B.C. (1) 106 
Roofing, Flooring and No Fines” houses and flats. (2) Havers 


Dampcourse Specialists Lid. Hammersmith “Grove we ALTRINDA 
ODDI ASPHALTE couxcu. » | | DAMPCOURSE . 
255 GARRATT LANE, EARLSFIELD, S.W.18 Erect ool. (2) ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 


Established 192 Battersea 6743 109. Station Road Sidcup, Ke nt LONDON E14 EASt 1441 


COVENTRY CORPORATION. 1) RA 
Wyken G 


3) Carlton Con 


De eeley Ltd., 27, Avon Street, Upper 
Stoke, Coventry. (4) £43,576 JOINTLESS FLOORING 
MINISTRY OF WORKS 1 Telephone By THE ee FLOORING 
exchange vie I Bur ? 
| - Ltd.. 34, Grosvenor Gardens, Lon Prices and Samples on Request 
n, S.W.1 4) £180,001 10/29 Jarrow Rd., London, S.E.16 @ept.a.B) 
{ CRAYFORD U.D.C 1) 103 and 138 
4 dwellings, shoy t 


Ltd., Rochester Way, Eltham, 
S.E.9, and S. ¢ and A. Agombar, 353a, 
R B A Norwood Road, S.E.27 FOR OFFICE, LIBRARY AND 
. ° 
Postal C ISLING rON B.C. (1) 88 flats. (2) King BOARD ROOM FURNITURE 
Design and Professic onal Practice. Consultations He wX Rowley Bros., Ltd., 
: arranged lower Work Dunloe Avenue, N.17. (4 
THE ELLIS SCHOOL £172.24 
1030, OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, 63-65 NEW OXFORD ST., LONDON, W.C.1 
Phone : KEN 4477/8/9 and at Worcest cuc KE D R. 2 l 3 Phones: Temple Bar 7364-9513. 
Saunder . td ondon 
Road Hil SeX 4) £57,750 
BRISTOL ORPORA TION. l M r 
ENGERT & ROLFE LTD > Bus VU LC ANITE 
lingto 3) M. J "Joyce td., St John’s 
COPPERTRINDA Road, Bristol, 3. (4) £12,22¢ 
| The Best Dampcourse yet produced BC. $4 fas 7 hemes Rooting- 
ontractor | 5 t. Aidan oad, 
EASt 1441 Watford €111.383 
i Telephone Telegrams 
ENField 4877.8 Quality, Enfield 
sHuTTER contractors| | Q),/ 


LINCOLN WORKS 
MANUFACTURERS OF Crmiuicu | e 
LIGHTWEIGHT AGGREGATE 


| Quality 


ROLLING SHUTTERS Concrete, Plaster & Loose Fill 
IN STEEL. WOOD & SLASHES DEADWEIGHT 

INCREASES INSULATION 
ALUMINIUM ALLOY re 


FOR ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS SCHOOLS, FLATS, HOSPITALS 
APPROVED MANUFACTURERS TO FACTORIES, POWER STATIONS, ETC. 


F.0.C. AND L.C.C. REQUIREMENTS 
D O H M LTD. 


167, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1. VIC. 1414/5/6 & 7913 


CONTRACTORS TO 
H.M.GOVERNMENT—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES, COUNCILS 
PRINCIPAL RAILWAYS, INSTITUTIONS | 

Etc. 


| 
= 


When prefabrication 


is required 


consult 


THORNS 


This h tal extensi supy | I i 

pla un tect hose re ‘ i 
Th li met t t 
extra a tal 


HALLS CLUBS OFFICES PAVILIONS LIGHT INDUSTRY 
Timber framed Timber covered or asbestos covered 
We shall be pleased to send details and prices 
J. THORN & SONS, LTD. (Dept. 113) 


Brampton Road, Bexleyheath, Kent. (Bexleyheath 305) 


ROBERT ADAMS (VICTOR) LID 


139, STAINES ROAD, BOLNSEOW, MIDDLESEN 
Te 


ephone: HOUnslow S716 


Victor Door Springs are installed in the Royal Festival Hall 
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THE RUBEROIL 
94, COMMONWEALT 
NEW OXFORI 

LONDON, W against rising damp 


DC. 110 


he 


The Cinema on 


Contemporary 
Design 


By Clifford Worthington, In the design 
of buildings where the auditorium is an important or central 
feature. the modern cinema architect has -et the pace Architeets 
and students concerned with this type of work will find in this 
book expert guid nee on the architectural, structural and acoustie 
principles involved, useful in iation on projection arranzements, 
lighting, heating and ventilating services, and details of the 
regulations and plannu t I ved The 
illustration in I s and dra g howing 
examples of good moder k wet 


PITMAN 
Parker Street, Kingsway. London, W.C.2 


or country planning 5 


| 
i 
r town 
| Astos Dampcourse is designed to fult the demands 
| mposed by modern it 1 gi id factors 
| multiple-storey urban construct t normal vement 
Stresses encount 1 in rura w land 
3 In 24 lineal feet rolls and in all w widths up to 36 inches. ¥ ; 
Send for descriptive leaflet No. §5§ on standard and lead- 
| | plan to use. | 
Astos 
ey 
DAMPCOURSE 
Intluence of 
SPRINGS 
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FITTINGS AND WIREWORK LOCKERS-, 


88 
ae 
ge 
as 
as 
ae 
ae 


Harvey Wirework Clothes Harvey Cloakroom Fittings have been designed to meet the requirements Sizes: 72° high x 12° wide 
Lockers are strong and of all modern cloakrooms. The double-sided island stack illustrated above x 12” deep, 72” high x 10” 
durable, and economise is approx. S’ 6” high and is constructed of tubular framework enclosing a wide x 18° deep. Other 
space. Available in wirework panel. The wooden seat is supported by an angle frame and tee types of Lockers to suit 
single units or nests of bar legs, incorporating boot and shoe compartments approximately 12° wide special requirements 
| 2, 3, 4, or S Lockers. x 9° high x 12” from front to back. Send for List . can be made to order. 


G.A. Harvey & Co.(London) Ltd. Harve 


y Woolwich Road, Lundun,S$.€.7 


* 


WOOD FIBRE BOARD, (Regd.) 


BERBOARD is made in BERBOARD is 


two grades—STAND- FIRE 
ARD/and WATER RE- © VERMIN 
PELLENT of high den- ¢ WORM 
sity. In three thick- © MILDEW and 


nesses 2°, Sizeof 
board]8’ x 4’ and 9 x 4. 


FUNG! RESISTING 


BUILDING? Then BERBOARD can be used for Interior walls, Panelling, Roofing, Roof Lining, Floors, Floor Squaring, 
Skirting, Partitions, Shelves, Door Panelling, Furniture, and many other trades normally employing timber. BERBOARD 
with a Water Repellent finish is an ideal board for all types of concrete shuttering (the same board can be used many times 
over for this purpose), Sheds, Signposts, Garages, etc. It is of course an invaluable material for all interior work. 


MANUFACTURED BY: J. BERRY & SONS LTD., LEA BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, €E.I0. 
DISTRIBUTORS : EDWARD CHALONER & CO. «imece) LTD., 2-3, PHILPOT LANE, LONDON, E.C.3. 


rai 
} 
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NO DRAINS? 


—Then here is good news for you 


Hygienic 

solves the sanitation problem in a new way, bringing the comfort 

and convenience of the Town Dweller to every home or factory 

where main drainage is unavailable 

*% ODOURLESS AND GERM FREE - NO MANUAL HANDLING % 
* INDEPENDENT OF WATER SUPPLIES * 
* INEXPENSIVE AND SIMPLE TO INSTALL AND RUN 
AN EXHIBIT OF THE DESTROL SYSTEM Agents, Stockists still wanted in some 
CAN BE SEEN AT +THE BUILDING 


Pac. 


areas 


Retail price : CENTRE, STORE STREET, TOTTENHAM 
De Luxe - COURT ROAD, LONDON Wrize f Retail price 
rice for illustrated leaflet to 
Mode! £58 10 0 Regd Family Model £19 10 0 


DESTROL SALES LTD., 402 SALISBURY HOUSE, LONDONEWALL, LONDON, E.C.2. Tel: MONarch 8422. 


Any amount of ain ¥ | 


delivered by 


YCLONE 
EQUIPMENT 


WO CAUSE FOR ALARM —70 SPIDERS 


The iridescent film of moisture that lies so gracefully —and se a 

harmlessiv — upon the spider's web will creep and rust and corrode 

the metal webs that are woven out of steel and iron. The spider FROM A FEW CUBIC FEET— 

can safely ignore moisture You, however, must fight it with 3 

protective paint. The best paints you can specify for this purpose TO MILLIONS PER MINUTE 


are based on Spelthorne Metallic Lead Pigment. This is a 99°5% finely 
divided metallic lead in carefully balanced media. It protects both 


by exclusion and inhibition — first by stopping moisture from attack- 
ing metal in the form of rust, second, bv stopping rust-creep MATTHEWS & YATES LTD 
should any part of the metal protective coating become damaged. 
Samples, prices and full details from:— Witco Chemical Co. Ltd., Bush House, FAN AND AIR CONDITIONING ENGINEERS 
Aldwych, London, W C.2 and 30 Cross St, Manchester, 2, or from the makers :-— 

SWINTON (MANCHESTER) and 20 BEDFORD ROW, LONDON, W.C.1 


Tw Telephones : SWinton 2273(4 lines) London, CHAncery 78253 (3 lines) 
SPELTHORNE METALS LTD. Also at GLASGOW LEEDS BIRMINGHAM CARDIFF 
» 


SQUARE, LONDON 


RODUCTS CORPORATION LIMITED 


WAY, LONDON, W.C.2. TEMple Bar 9385/7 


: 
&. | 
6 a 
A 
| 
— 
SENG 4 
+ 
a 
by 
q 
' | 
@ 157/33 
. 
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weather control 


Although scientists have achieved some success in pro- 
ducing rain, there is no method of preventingit raining 
which taken by and large is probably all for the best. 
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Net 


Whatever the future may bring. at the present time 
we can ensure 100°, protection against the weather. 


For weatherproofing and waterproofing buildings, 
PLASTEX in invaluable. It is not affected by 
temperature, will not wash away, and will remain 
permanently in position in either hot or cold weather. 


PLASTEN{will stick to any surface, and is used just 
as supplied without applying heat. It can be applied 
with trowel or putty knife, from } inch to 1 inch thick, 
according to requirements ... A sure protection 


against rain and snow-waterg 


A L A S 1 > A READY FOR USE PLASTIC COMPOUND 
FOR 


REPAIRING ROOFS, OF ALLS TYPES 

STOPPING LEAKS 

COVERING NEW ROOFS 

RE-COVERING FELT ROOFS} 

REPAIRING &° WATERPROOFING'ALL TYPES OF BRICKWORK 


44 it PLASTEX’ w 


WATERPROOFING CONSTRUCTIONS BELOW 

GROUND LEVEL 

+ STOPPING? CRACKS IN BRICKWORK, WOOD- 
WORK & METALWORK 


OAD, CRA 


e Bexleyheat 


THAMES R YFORD, KENT. 


WINDOW SASHES & REPAIRING GUTTERS 
Py 


Sewage 
Disposal 
Plant 


for 


Hospitals, 


Estates, 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL WORKS FITTINGS 
SEWAGE Pumps AND EJECTORS 


ADAMS HYDRAULICS Ltd. YORK 


London Office: 15 Dartmouth St., S.W.1 


| 
\\DB 
2 = 4 aa etc. 


All Types of 


STEELWORK 


Designed, Fabricated 
and erected by 


OLD LEEDS STEEL WORKS, 
BALM ROAD, LEEDS 
Telephone. Leeds 766149 
Telegr Corflat, Leeds 


Steel-framed Buildings 


* 
Pressed 


% Steel from stock 


Steel Rainwater Goods 


% Pressings up 
% Guillotine Shearing 


%& Slitting Sheets and Coils 


to ~" thick mild steel 


Profile Cutting 


for evele parking that is 


| 


specify 


reinforced concret 


BICYCLE BLOCKS & SHED UNITS 


iSTELCON (INDUSTRIAL FLOORS) LTD. 
CLIFFORDS INN. Tel. HOL 2916. LONDON, E.C.4 


THE 


October 2,°1952 


1ITECT 


From the Hour-elass 


“TIM” 


The earliest use of the Hour Glass 


nav have me the Philippic 
of Demos 
f the Sur 
rst 
f 
he “ay 
Gla 
4 
H G 1 
t ir al tel ie 
S I Office ha 
r le f 
I lrance and € 
I ar 


The Centuries-old Sign of Public Service 


Head Office: 63 Threadneedle Street, B.C.2. 
Branches ead Agencies throughout the World. 


Bliborough 
CONCRETE GARAGES 


(PRE-CAST) 


I 


add 
Ss 


As 
ALPHA 


34 35, 


Ie 


RAYNES PARK) LTD. 
ROAD. SURBITON, SURREY 


ELMBRIDGE 6591 2 


40 Bi (ding Neos 
3 
| 
lagi 
= 
| 
MULTIPL 
17 Th : THE ALBOROUGH MULTIPLI \GES 
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The call for increased produc- 
tion brings added responsibility 
and fresh problems to the 
Drawing Office. 


Our function is to provide the 
Designer and Draughtsman with 
equipment and materials which 
will enable them to work with 
the greatest efficiency, and 
indeed many of the methods and 
processes used in the modern 
drawing office are the results of 
our research and initiative. 


Our experience of over half a 
century is at your disposal. 


DRAWING OFFICE EQUIPMENT AND MATERIAL MANUFACTURER Head O ffice STOURTON HOUSE, DACRE ST., LONDON, S.W.1 Telephone: ABBEY 7/4! 


Better paint ROR 


Oxide 
2- opacity 


d y white 
nute « e 000 000 se parate 
dor! @ Fo highest hiding 


“ e paint aining Kronos Titanium Oxid 


UNEQUALLED OPACITY & DURABILIPS 
LASTING BRIGHENESS NON-POTSONOLS 


# manufactured inthe interests of baller paintwork by 


SH TITAN PRODUCTS CO.LTD. 
KRONOS HOUSE - COPPERGATE YORK 


hor UNEQUALLED OPACITY insist on PAINT containing HTANIUM PIGMENT 


— | = 
A 
is the basis of 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


APPOINTMENTS e CONTRACTS ° TENDERS 


Rate 16 per line, minimum 3- Close for press Ist post Monday for following Thursday Issue 


APPOINTMENTS— contd. APPOINTMENTS—contd. 


id 
office SUDAN GOVERNMENT COUNTY BOROUGH OF DONCASTER 
et EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
man | Re Public Works Department, Sudan G t 
nent requit ARCHITEC1 YONCASTER TECHNICAL COLLEGI 

ye - ASSISTANT the Suda i 


THE IRAQ DEVELOPMENT BOARD 


Chairman: Prime Minister of Iraq prepacati ‘ 
\ METEOROLOGY AND HYDROLOGY Shor S 
SPECIAI 
C) ESTIMATOR 
D) SOIL MECHANICS SPECIALIST 1 
E) CONCRETE DESIGN ENGINEER 
CHIEF. CIVIL ENGINEERING RI arte N 
SEARCH LABORATORY S 
IRRIGATION OPERATIONS ENGIN if t 
EER wes by aur WEST DEAN RURAL 
H) }UNIOR ENGINEERS (1 ty transy DISTRICT COUNCIL 
H 
ite I ] 7S 
RAL ASSISTANT 1808 Grade IV 
n BLOCK LETTERS. 
CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES 
SENIOR INSTRUCTOR, JUNIOR TECH 
. NICAL (TRADE) SCHOOLS required by t 
Education Department Federation f Malaya 
COUNTY BOROUGH OF BIRKENHEAD eee 
TIONS ure invited for the following iA 
Ca 
PECTURAL ASSISTANTS oO 
B ARCHITEC TUR ASSIST ANI "AP 
Grade VII KS 
C TWO. ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS 
VII, £71 1 
ANT Ql "SURVEYOR METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF 
£6 ann CAMBERWELI 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
£450 per annun 


Archi 
rable experience 
Contemporar 


NIGERIAN COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCE TRACT : D CONDITIONS OF CON 
AND TECHNOLOGY RAGS ne 
yvassed the Final Examina I wn Ha Peck Road 
of Chartered Surveyors PPLICATIONS are invited for appoin 5. CT ¢: ROD 
experience in taking LECTURER in ARCHITECTURE BILLS QUANTITIES 
s and various municipal will initially be required t TED N ‘DI R 
de signin g and k Tow 
wuld have a General Certificate of 4 n 
sreferably some e . idered 
tivalent mie instructior x TENDER DOCUMENTS w 
ving struction in tl MAC) 4 t 3 
uable, subject to Medical will be n MONDAY 1 OCTOBE 
month's notice on either the Tropics rt RS i BILLS OF QUAN r ITIES 
Associates ot r cparat ver t I 
Application Forms are available from the tects or hold an u nt at d t , Clerk by 12 NOON on TUESD ay sth N VE M 
Boroug! Architect 25, Hamilton Square Birken in anv Dominion and uld pref sly he BER 
ead ld be returned to the undersigned not teaching experience in rr t 4 accept 
later than the 13th October, 195 University 
DONALD P HEATH rhe College is to be devel October oor 
Town Clerk lines of a U_K. Technical Cx 
ow ably have branches at Ibadan 
BIRKI NHI AD [6694 Post pensionatle. ‘ut BEDL AN DISTRICT 
tract or secondment 1 
scale, including STEAD LANE HOUSING SCHEME 
p.a. Point of entr 
BOROUGH OF CHATHAM vious experience ERECTION OF SHOPS 
vided at rent of If of basic 
APPOINTMENT OF ARCHITECTURAI Free first-class passages once T! NDERS a invite for e SUPPLY and 
ASSISTANT tour of service for person ERECTI f 16 SHOP t RONTS on the 
either a passage allowance or mi ESTATE 
APPLIC ste are invited for the appoint for children under eighteen up t in num Gen I 4 pecificat 2 btained 
4% ment of RCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT Income tax rates much lower than in U.K. Leave n applica Ss Office 
within Grade it £525-£57 on full pay at rate of seven days for each completed Tenders in plain sealed envelopes jorsed 
HOUSING ACCOMMODATION WILL BE month of resident service Tours of service likely Shop Front are to be returned to the office 
MADE AVAILABLE IF REQUIRED to be ten to eighteen months { the undersigned t Wednesda nd October 
Conditions of Appointment and Form of Applica Further information conce n € leg and 195 I neil d t bind themselves ¢ 
tion may be obtained from Mr. H. D. Peake method of application obt le fro t ecre accept the lowest or any tender 
M.Sc. Eng Borough Engineer and Survevor, to tary, Advisory Committee S F. S. FORS R 
whom completed application forms should be re Victoria Street, London, S$ t ries Clerk of the ¢ 
turned not later than Monday, 20th October, 1952 should be addressed in time for applications to be ( 


(6701 submitted before 27th October, 1952 [6699 


ER 

| 

| 
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MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 


SENIOR 


RATE : 16d. per line, minimum 3)-, average 
line 6 words. Each paragraph charged 
separately 


BOX NOS. add 2 words plus !/- for registra- 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


SERVICES OFFERED 


PATENTS 


tion and forwarding replies. 


PRESS DAY Monday Remittances payable 
to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.1 


No responsibility accepted for errors. 


TH ATCHIN( 
PARQ ET 


B 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT 


FOR 


SALE 


quires posi 
SRECTION seat for building elements. British 
————— 4 Patent No. 622,715. The Owner of this Patent 
will grant licences of ill sell the entire British 
Patent right Apply Bromhead & Co., Chartered 
Patent Agents, 229 230, Strand, London, W.C.2 
[6696 
Soha I 
re 
NISSEN HUTS, ETC. 
668( I ECONDITIONED ex-Army huts and manu- 
factured buildings, timber, asbestos, Nissen 
type, hall type, et all sizes and prices..-Write, 
all or telephone Universal Supplies (Belvedere), 
Ltd, Dept 2, Crabtree Manorway, Belvedere, 
Kent Tel t [0120 


DEMOLITION 


DEMOLITION AND CLEARANCE 


“WATCH IT COME DOWN” 

By SYD BISHOP & SONS 
2, Baring Rd., Lee, §.E.12. Tel.: Lee Green 7755 
Old {0124 


Mansions bought for salvage 


MISCELLANEOUS 


S!GNWRITING t transfer letters i k 
heap and easy; formatior 


xon Harrison, I 


4 


ADS 


Telephone: PAD 8486 


41 NORTH WHARF RD., PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2 


Telegrams: LINDSAY’S PADDINGTON 8486 


THE COLLEGE OF ESTATE MANAGEMENT 


> St. Albans Grove, Kensington, W.8 


Day and Evening Courses for the following Examinations 
University of London Degree of B.Sc. (Estate Management) 
n October, (Day courses only 


Applications by 3/st May, 
Royal stitution of Chartered Surveyors (Building, Quantities and 
Valuations sub divisions), commence in Apri 
Applications by December.§ 
Postal Courses 
B.Sc. (Estate Management), commence in January and July. The Roya 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, Institution of Municipal Engineers 
Royal Sanitary tute, commence April and October Towr 
Pla ng Institute, commence in May and October 
Application forms should reach the College two complete calendar months 
prior to commencement of course 
Applications to The Secretary Telephone : Western 1546 


commence 


PERFECTION IN DAMPCOURSES”’ 
PERMALUME”’ 


tumen, 
1g hessian core 
HOUSING” t wel re Widely 
rm ture bearing subsoils 

ASBEX”’ ated ASBESTOS 


comply with British Standard Specifi- 
cations 


PERMANITE LTD. 


#55 Old Ford Road, London, E.3. 


Combines hessian base with ALUMINIUM 
core; affords complete protection 


ted and blended b 


perist! 


@ May we send 
you samples ? 


Phone: ADVance 4477 (8 lines) 


These high quality Dampcourses 


Manufactured by : 


es, October 2, 1952 13 
| 
ILINDSAY:S PADDINGTON 


44 THE ARCHITECT and Building News, October 2, 1952 


POST-WAR REBUILDING .... bee 


(Borrower pays Survey Fee and Legal 


Costs, totalling | per cent of loan.) 
OR ‘ LAN D S$ T ON £ Repayment by means of an Endow- 


ment Assurance term not 


MONKS PARK STONE eae 


THE BATH & PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LTD. | | 


Particulars fror 
Head Office : LONDON OFFICE: The Secretary, 
BATH PORTLAND Grosvenor Gardens House, S.W.| ABS. OSPARTHENT 
Tel.: 3248-9 Tel.: 3113 Tel.: ViCtoria 9182-3 66, Portland Place, London, W.! 
Tel: LANgham 572 


THORNTONS-{ } 
CANNOT LEAK : PRECISI 
INS 


ELIMINATES 
WATER WASTE: 
NO UPKEEP 
COSTS. 


ON 


VICTORY VALVES LTD. 
92 MARSHAM ST., 
LONDON, 


Tel: ViCtoria 7797 


BUILDERS 

ARE INVITED 

WRITE FOR 
OUR BROCHURE 
CONTAINING FULL 
ZE TRATIONS 


WIREWORK 


FOR 
LONG LIFE... 


FIX 
BALDWIN'S 
HINGES 


A METAL LATTICE WOVEN WIRE 
| F. W. POTTER & SOAR LTD. 
PHIPP STREET LONDON E.C.2 
\ BALDWIN, SON & CO. LTD... es 


it Sole Manufacturers 


as INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 


Official Notices, Tenders, Auction, Legal and Miscellaneous Appointments on pages 42 and 43 
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Witt steel ata premium it becomes 


mportant to make 


nlorcement 
eight 
Pwisteel 


Specialist 


AnOW ledge 


i 
= 
a h ! INCA) the 
dan 
‘Sit ] minimum do maximum work lo 
+} f 
= pid j Wireweld and Twisteel re 
tH Hi} ichieves a saving of 30 
i th for your reinforcement problems 
& Whether for factories, flat Vater 
f 4 { towers, road pr tressed concrete 
ait or Darr Vault rool Wistec! wi 
TH 
\\ { 
MENT 
* 
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SOLE ALES AGENTS 


— 
\RCHITEC 
NC NER 
= 
| 
— / BEVIS MARKS HOUSE 
BEVIS MARKS. E.C.3 
3 


